
Background	

Although the global area of tropical peat swamp forests  is dispropor�onately small, they are very important ecosystems

in the global carbon cycle as they store the largest carbon stocks per unit area on earth. Yet, these ecosystems experience 

high rates of deforesta�on  and degrada�on causing enormous greenhouse gas (GHGs) emissions. Peatlands also provide numerous

ecosystem services ranging from flood control and climate risk reduc�on, habitat for rare and endangered species, 

storehouse of biodiversity, provision of wood and other non-�mber forest products, ecotourism, and income and  livelihoods for 

peatland-dependent communi�es, including women.

Indonesian peatlands have been facing tremendous pressure  in the last three decades causing extensive degrada�on, uncontrolled 

fires and large amount of GHG emissions. The overall degrada�on is chipping away at livelihoods and weakens the social cohesion of

the communi�es in those areas. To reverse these trends, in 2016 the Government of Indonesia took an important step by forming 

the Peatland Restora�on Agency, which is tasked to restore degraded peatland by up to 2 million hectares by 2020. 

Goal	and	objectives

Scope

The Exchange is designed to have the following specific objec�ves:

·  To update par�cipants on the progress of science in genera�ng factors needed for greenhouse gas accoun�ng under 

    sustainable tropical peatland management in the context of the Paris Agreement and 

    Na�onally Determined Contribu�ons 

·  To share new knowledge and experiences around the implementa�on of peatland restora�on at all levels and discuss 

    how they meet their mul�ple objec�ves

·  To understand the importance of public-private partnership for the benefit of people and the environment by enhancing

    the values of ecosystem services, gender influences and equity among stakeholders around 

    peatlands conserva�on and restora�on 
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