RESEARCHING
MIGRATION AND
FORESTS

The increasing movement of people between rural and urban areas and across
national boundaries is a critical feature of contemporary forest landscapes
across Asia, Africa and Latin America. This trend affects how people earn a living,
their incentives to manage and conserve forests and the outcomes of forest
management practices on different social groups.
Forestry research and forest policy have largely ignored the roles of migration,
mobility and flows of remittances that result from different migration patterns.
As a result, not only do policies and interventions risk being disconnected
from the changing context of forested landscapes, but the opportunities that
migration and the resulting remittances offer for forests and people are missed.
Scientists from the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) are working
to improve our understanding of migration in multiple countries to enhance
the equity and effectiveness of forest management projects and policies.
The research will provide policy makers, development practitioners and rural
households with accurate information on patterns of migration, flows of
remittances and their influence on livelihoods, natural resource use and income
distribution. The work builds on a strong gender perspective to understand how
migration contributes to changes in forest-based livelihoods and landscapes,
including through divisions of labor, voice and influence in decision-making
processes at the household level and beyond.
The goal is to develop plausible models that illustrate how migration influences
forest use, forest cover, livelihood benefits derived from forest resources, and
gender equality outcomes.
Research is underway in eight countries: Peru, Indonesia, Nepal, Tajikistan,
Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Laos and Vietnam. These are geographies where both
forests and trees, as well as migration and mobility, are important features.

The expected project outputs include:
• improved understanding and access to
accurate and up-to-date information
on migration, flows of remittances and
the related change in labor patterns and
population composition (by gender and
age) at national and subnational scales;
• increased information and documentation
of how change in forest cover, forest
resource management and rural livelihoods
in selected communities are influenced by
patterns in migration and remittance flows;
• developed strategies to encourage and
facilitate investment of remittances in
sustainable forest and tree-based actions;
• documented lessons and good practices
for monitoring local patterns and effects of
migration disseminated to communities,
projects and policy makers;
• co-production of relevant, practical
knowledge in close collaboration
with policy and decision makers
and communities.
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Research is being implemented in partnership with GIZ and supported through a grant from BMZ/BEAF
Research is being implemented in collaboration with national policymakers and practitioners and supported
through a grant from UKAid
Research is being supported by ASEAN through the ASEAN-Swiss partnership on Social Forestry and
Climate Change (ASFCC)

For more information, please contact: Kartika Juniwaty (overall) at k.juniwaty@cgiar.org, Habtemariam Kassa (Ethiopia) at h.kassa@cgiar.org,
Peter Cronkleton (Peru) at p.cronkleton@cgiar.org, Christopher Martius and Houria Djoudi (Tajikistan and Burkina Faso) at c.martius@cgiar.org
and h.djoudi@cgiar.org, Bimbika Sijapati Basnett (Nepal and Indonesia) at b.basnett@cgiar.org and Moira Moeliono (Indonesia, Laos and
Vietnam) at m.moeliono@cgiar.org.

The program is funded by: Germany BMZ under its BEAF Programme to CGIAR Centers and the UK Department for International Development
through the ‘Knowledge for Forestry Program’ and the CGIAR Research Program on Forests, Trees and Agroforests.
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Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR)
CIFOR advances human well-being, equity and environmental integrity by conducting innovative research, developing partners’ capacity, and actively
engaging in dialogue with all stakeholders to inform policies and practices that affect forests and people. CIFOR is a CGIAR Research Center, and
leads the CGIAR Research Program on Forests, Trees and Agroforestry (FTA). Our headquarters are in Bogor, Indonesia, with offices in Nairobi, Kenya;
Yaounde, Cameroon and Lima, Peru.

