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1 Introduction

Over the past 10 years, the Government 
of Vietnam has developed many policies 
towards wildlife conservation. The 
introduction of the Vietnam Forestry 
Development Strategy for 2021–2030 
and vision to 2050 outlines strategies 
and priorities in biodiversity conservation 
and implementation of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). However, 
effective implementation of these strategies 
requires context-relevant actions that 
address issues currently facing central and 
local governments and people. 

Since 2019, the Covid-19 pandemic has 
had many economic, environmental and 
social impacts around the globe, including 
in Vietnam. Although the exact origin of 
Covid-19 remains unknown, the hypothesis 
that the outbreak was linked to captive 
wildlife has led to changes in policies, 
consumer markets and the likelihood of 
people participating in wildlife product 
supply chains. However, there are very 
few studies investigating the impacts 
of Covid-19 on the management and 
livelihoods of people in Vietnam.

In 2021, the Center for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR) conducted 

a study to assess the current status of 
wildlife conservation and wildlife farms 
in the context of the Covid-19, and to 
find solutions to support the Vietnam 
government and communities in coping with 
the pandemic. Specifically, the aims of the 
study were to determine:
• The general status of wildlife conservation 

and wildlife farm in Vietnam;
• Opportunities and challenges for state 

agencies in implementing policies 
and mechanisms related to wildlife 
conservation and wildlife farm, and 
provide policy recommendations;

• Impacts of Covid-19 on wildlife 
conservation, wildlife farm and people’s 
livelihoods;

• Impacts of Covid-19 on women and 
ethnic minority women working in wildlife 
value chains.

This document presents research methods 
applied in the study, including:
• Online survey 
• Focus group discussions with villagers
• Key informant interview
• Hoursehold survey

Each research method is described in detail 
in the following sections for reference and 
possible application in future studies.



2 Online survey 

2.1 General information

1. How long have you been working in 
the field of wildlife conservation and 
management?

2. Please indicate which of the following 
activities you have participated in (Please 
check all that apply).

  Developing policies related to wildlife 
management and conservation

  Participating in wildlife rescue 
activities

  Directly guiding owners of wildlife 
facilities/farms in registering their 
operations and reporting on activities 
periodically

  Monitoring and supervising the 
operations of wildlife facilities/farms

  Other activities (please specify) 

2.2 Wildlife conservation and wildlife 
farm management opportunities

Please kindly determine what opportunities 
there are for wildlife conservation and 
management in the area you are managing. 
Please assess the extent to which you agree 
with the following statements, where 1 is 
strongly disagree and 5 is strongly agree. 

Strongly 
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree

Cannot/ 
do not 

want to 
answer

1. Numbers of policies to support the 
management and conservation of 
wildlife are increasing.

1  2  3  4  5   

2. Wildlife conservation and 
management has received 
increasing attention from the 
government and state agencies.

1  2  3  4  5   

3. People’s and communities’ 
awareness of wildlife conservation 
is increasing.

1  2  3  4  5   

4. Hunting activities have tended to 
decrease. 1  2  3  4  5   

5. Numbers of foreign programmes 
and projects on wildlife 
management and conservation are 
increasing.

1  2  3  4  5   

6. State financial support for wildlife 
conservation and management 
activities is increasing.

1  2  3  4  5   

7. Domestic demand for wildlife 
products has fallen. 1  2  3  4  5   
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Strongly 
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree

Cannot/ 
do not 

want to 
answer

8. International market demand for 
wildlife products has fallen. 1  2  3  4  5   

9. Since Covid-19, there have been 
more policies to regulate wildlife 
management activities.

1  2  3  4  5   

10. Since Covid-19, the domestic and 
foreign market for wildlife and 
products derived from wildlife have 
declined sharply, so the demand 
for wildlife farming and trade has 
decreased. 

1  2  3  4  5   

11. Law enforcement, and tracking and 
monitoring activities have been 
conducted effectively.

1  2  3  4  5   

12. With support from programmes 
many wildlife rescue stations have 
been established.

1  2  3  4  5   

13. The number of facilities/farms 
rearing wildlife has decreased 
gradually over the last five years.

1  2  3  4  5   

14. The number of wildlife farms and 
individual animals raised and bred 
in these farms have decreased 
since Covid-19.

1  2  3  4  5   

15. Maps have been digitized to 
monitor and manage wildlife 
facilities/farms.

1  2  3  4  5   

16. Large businesses that trade and 
rear wildlife play an important role 
in the local economy and receive 
government attention and support.

1  2  3  4  5   

17. Wildlife farming and hunting play 
an important role in ensuring the 
well-being of women, especially 
ethnic minority women.

1  2  3  4  5   

18. The role of women in wildlife 
conservation policies and projects 
has been recognized, and 
supportive policies are timely.

1  2  3  4  5   

19. Other opportunities, (please 
specify) 1  2  3  4  5   

Among the above opportunities, which three do you think are the most important? 
(Just enter three numbers. For example: 1, 2, 4; 2, 8, 11.
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2.3 Challenges for wildlife conservation and management

Please can you tell me, what challenges are there for wildlife conservation and management 
in the area you are managing? Please assess the extent to which you agree with the following 
statements, where 1 is strongly disagree and 5 is strongly agree.

Strongly 
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree

Cannot/ 
do not 

want to 
answer

1. There are still wildlife hunting 
activities in the management 
area.

1  2  3  4  5   

2. There are still commercial wildlife 
activities in your area. 1  2  3  4  5   

3. Demand for domestic wildlife 
products still exists and is 
increasing.

1  2  3  4  5   

4. Sanctions and mechanisms 
to enforce laws and handle 
violations are not strong or 
frequent enough.

1  2  3  4  5   

5. Implementation of Decree 06 still 
faces many obstacles in practice. 1  2  3  4  5   

6. Article 11 of Decree 06 stipulates 
that organizations and individuals 
rearing common wild animals 
must ensure the legality of 
their origin in accordance with 
provisions in law. However, this is 
very difficult in practice.

1  2  3  4  5   

7. Article 11 of Decree 06 stipulates 
that organizations and individuals 
rearing common wild animals 
must ensure safety for humans. 
However, there are no specific 
instructions on how to ensure 
human safety.

1  2  3  4  5   

8. Article 11 of Decree 06 stipulates 
that organizations and individuals 
rearing common wild animals 
must ensure environmental 
conditions. However, there are 
no specific instructions on how to 
do so.

1  2  3  4  5   

9. Article 11 of Decree 06 
stipulates that organizations and 
individuals rearing common wild 
animals must ensure veterinary 
conditions as prescribed by law. 
However, there are no specific 
instructions on how to do so.

1  2  3  4  5   
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Strongly 
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree

Cannot/ 
do not 

want to 
answer

10. Article 14 of Decree 06 
requires rearing and planting 
establishments to be suitable 
for the growing characteristics 
of the species being reared or 
planted; ensure human, animal 
and plant safety, environmental 
hygiene, and prevent 
diseases. However, the exact 
concretization of these standards 
and conditions is unclear.

1  2  3  4  5   

11. Many owners of small-scale 
wildlife farming and business 
facilities face many difficulties 
registering their enterprises 
and completing the necessary 
paperwork.

1  2  3  4  5   

12. Since Covid-19, many large 
farms have faced difficulties 
and gone bankrupt and had 
to re-register with the Forest 
Protection Department, but forest 
rangers have insufficient facilities 
and capacity to receive them.

1  2  3  4  5   

13. Many households have changed 
their perception and handed over 
rare and precious wildlife to the 
Forest Protection Department, 
but rangers do not have enough 
facilities to receive them.

1  2  3  4  5   

14. Tracking and detecting illegal 
wildlife trade is not easy. 1  2  3  4  5   

15. Circular 29 on regulations for 
handling wild animals as material 
evidence and exhibits is difficult 
to implement as procedures 
involving forest animals 
voluntarily handed over to the 
state are cumbersome and time 
consuming.

1  2  3  4  5   

16. The procedure for granting a 
registration number is difficult. 1  2  3  4  5   

17. As wildlife exports depend 
mainly on Chinese market 
demand, China’s policy 
prohibiting trade and use of 
wildlife has caused difficulties for 
the Vietnamese market.

1  2  3  4  5   
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Strongly 
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree

Cannot/ 
do not 

want to 
answer

18. Coordination between the 
CITES office and the Forest 
Protection Department in the 
implementation of policies is 
neither timely nor effective.

1  2  3  4  5   

19. Quantity and quality of resources 
to support animal rescue centres 
is limited.

1  2  3  4  5   

20. There are differences in 
approaches to conservation 
between government agencies 
and conservation organizations 
(rescuing and holding in rescue 
centres vs. releasing into the 
wild).

1  2  3  4  5   

21. Other challenges, (please specify) 1  2  3  4  5   

22. It is very difficult to prohibit the 
sale, purchase and rearing of 
wild animals because they are 
the main sources of local and 
household income.

1  2  3  4  5   

Among the above challenges, which three do you think are the most important? (Just 
enter three numbers. For example: 1, 2, 4; 2, 8, 11.
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Strongly 
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree 
nor 

disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree

Cannot/ 
do not 

want to 
answer

1. Covid-19 has had no effect at all on 
wildlife farm/facility owners. 1  2  3  4  5   

2. Covid-19 does not affect hunting 
households. 1  2  3  4  5   

3. Covid-19 has greatly affected the 
output of large-scale wildlife farms 
for commercial export purposes.

1  2  3  4  5   

4. Covid-19 does not affect small-scale 
household ranchers targeting the 
domestic market.

1  2  3  4  5   

5. Since Covid-19, many large wildlife 
farms faced difficulties and went 
bankrupt and wanted to hand 
animals over to the Forest Protection 
Department, but forest rangers did 
not have sufficient facilities and 
capacity to receive them.

1  2  3  4  5   

6. The number of wildlife farms has 
plummeted since Covid-19 1  2  3  4  5   

7. Economic contributions from wildlife 
farming and trade are falling. 1  2  3  4  5   

8. Covid-19 has had a severe impact 
on women participating in wildlife 
hunting, trading and use chains 
(clarify impacts on: gathering, food 
sources, access to social services).

1  2  3  4  5   

9. Other impacts of Covid-19, (please 
specify) 1  2  3  4  5   

2.4 Impacts of Covid-19

Please tell us how Covid-19 has impacted wildlife management and conservation. Please 
assess the extent to which you agree with the following statements, where 1 is strongly 
disagree and 5 is strongly agree.
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2.5 Solutions for wildlife management and conservation

Please tell us what the solutions are to be able to implement wildlife management and 
conservation? Please assess the extent to which you agree with the following statements, 
where 1 is strongly disagree and 5 is strongly agree.

Strongly 
disagree Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree Strongly 
agree

Cannot/ 
do not 

want to 
answer

1. Close and ban wildlife farming 
activities, including farms. 1  2  3  4  5   

2. Change occupations and have 
tougher sanctions against hunters. 1  2  3  4  5   

3. Let farms develop freely and 
be subject to the regulations of 
domestic and foreign markets.

1  2  3  4  5   

4. Supplement regulations to 
provide clarity on environmental, 
veterinary and human safety 
standards.

1  2  3  4  5   

5. Conduct research on 
environmental, animal, and human 
safety standards.

1  2  3  4  5   

6. Other recommendations and 
suggestions (please clarify) 1  2  3  4  5   

Other comments, contributions and suggestions.

Thank you very much for your help!!!



3 Focus group discussions  with 
villagers

3.1 Principles of conduct

In each village, group meetings will be held 
for the following groups:
• Male group
• Female group

Each group will comprise around 5-10 
people with the following criteria:
• 30% are rich households, 30% are 

poor households, 30% are average 
households;

• 30% young people, 30% middle-aged 
people, 30% old people;

• Include representatives of ethnic groups;
• Households whose livelihoods are 

associated with the forest.

3.2 Steps to proceed

3.2.1. Introduction

The moderator starts the meeting and 
thanks the participants for attending.

Briefly introduce the project and delegation 
as well as the purpose and content of the 
group meeting. Explain that the group 
meeting is voluntary and free and ask for the 
consent of the participants.

Thoroughly explain the content of the group 
meeting, the steps it involves, and how 
long it takes. Encourage participants to ask 
questions.

3.2.2. Learn the history of the village

This step has the following objectives: i) to 
help understand the history of the village; 
ii) to get information about major events 
in the village, programmes and projects 
including contents related to forestry; and iii) 
to ascertain the impacts of forest protection, 
wildlife protection and programmes on the 
socio-economic situation and environment 
in the village. After completing the village 

history step, we will use the collected 
information to further investigate and 
understand major changes to environmental, 
livelihood and social conditions in the village.

Note: participants may not remember the 
exact time of each event, for example when 
forest was allocated for management by 
the community. In such cases, suggest they 
recall it in relation to a significant event (for 
example, a major drought or forest fire), 
and then ask how this forest allocation and 
prevention of wildlife poaching has affected 
people in the village.

Key questions used in this step include:
• When was your village/hamlet 

established?
• Since then, what events/milestones have 

been memorable and had a great impact 
on the lives of the villagers? (events can 
be policy milestones, natural disasters 
such as droughts, storms and floods)

• What support programmes has 
the village had so far? Is there any 
programme to support forest protection 
and development, and/or wildlife 
conservation? (Note: if you ask directly 
whether they protect wildlife or 
not, people may not be clear, so use 
prompting questions to get information)

• What was the most difficult period (e.g., 
poverty) for the village? Why?

• What was the most prosperous period 
(e.g., selling agricultural products) for the 
village? Why?

• When was the forest in the village in its 
best condition? Why?

• When did the forest in the village 
deteriorate the most? Why?

• How have numbers of wildlife hunted, 
used and/or kept in captivity in the village 
changed over time? What factors led to 
any changes and what were the impacts 
of those changes?

• Since the introduction of programmes to 
protect forests and wildlife, how have the 
lives of people in the village changed?
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• Since Covid-19, how has it affected 
the village? How has Covid-19 
affected the sale, consumption, use 
and/or hunting of wildlife? What 
impacts have any such changes had 
on women and young people, and 
have there been any differences in 
impacts between ethnic groups?

After completing the village mapping 
stage, we can delve more deeply into 
any major events in the village to 
compare the situation before and since 
Covid-19. An example is shown in the 
table below:

As with the above step, it is necessary 
to determine from the village history 
when it was affected by Covid-19. 
Then select the main issues (corn, 
roads, forest protection, forest product 
harvesting, wildlife exploitation, wildlife 
protection…) and ascertain differences 
between women and men in relation to 
these issues.

3.2.3. Classification of household economy

Cut 5–10 small pieces of cardboard for each 
participant and then write the names of 12 
people participating on those 12 pieces of 
cardboard. On a sheet of A0 paper, draw 
three columns with the following headings: 
Poor household, Average household, Well-off 
household. Participants will discuss with each 
other to place households in each column.

After the group has categorized the 
households, ask them why they classified the 
households as poor, average or well-off. The 
research team needs to determine the criteria 
the participants used. For example, they may 
consider having a home, a means of transport, 
or arable land as criteria for distinguishing 
between poor, average and well-off 
households. These criteria may differ from the 
poverty line in use, however, understanding 
them is important for understanding the local 
situation. Or perhaps the rich are the wildlife 
traders, while the poor are the ones that will 
exploit and hunt wildlife.

Male Female

Before Covid-19 After Covid-19 Before Covid-19 After Covid-19

Roads No road building 
as yet

- Mainly men involved 
in road building

- -

Forest protection - Didn’t go often - Twice a month - - Only go when 
my husband is 
not available

Mining, hunting 
wild animals

Wasn’t involved Yes, because there 
is no other livelihood 
source

Didn’t go, it’s not 
relevant

Accompanied 
my husband

Harvesting forest 
products

- Chop wood 
to build houses, 
gather honey

- No, because there is 
very little wood left

- Collecting bamboo 
shoots, firewood

- Still collecting 
bamboo shoots 
but fewer now

… … … … …

The sheet of A0 paper will have the following form (example):

Well-off household Average household Poor household

Name
Name
Name
Name

… ….
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Criteria:

Also from these criteria, people will be asked 
more deeply about the criteria for ranking 
poor, average, and well-off households. We 
will use the following table:

3.2.4. Viewpoints on wildlife and Covid-19 

• What are the situations surrounding 
hunting, trading, using and captive 
breeding wildlife in the area?

• What are the advantages of wildlife 
management, hunting, trading, use and 
captive breeding in the area?

• What are the difficulties with wildlife 
management, hunting, trading, use and 
captive breeding in the area?

• What are the opportunities for wildlife 
management, hunting, trading, use and 
captive breeding in the area?

• What are the risks/challenges of wildlife 
management, hunting, trading, use and 
captive breeding in the area?

• So far, have there been any diseases 
affecting wild animals? If yes, what 
disease(s) specifically? Did it/they affect 
human health? How was the situation 

resolved? How do Forest Protection 
Department  and Veterinary Department 
coordinate? 

• What policies are currently in place 
regarding wildlife conservation and 
management? What are the advantages 
and disadvantages of implementing these 
policies?

• Have there been any programmes or 
projects to support wildlife conservation 
and management in the area? If yes, what 
programme(s)/project(s) specifically?

• How has Covid-19 affected the 
management, hunting, trading, use and 
captive breeding of wildlife in the area?

• About how many households in the 
village are involved in this wildlife trade? 
Who are they? What is the contribution 
of hunting, trading and captive wildlife to 
people’s incomes and livelihoods?

• What is the role of women in general and 
ethnic minority women in particular in 
wildlife trade?

• How can people be more actively involved 
in wildlife management activities?

• In the context of Covid-19, are there any 
positive or negative impacts of wildlife 
management practices?

Table 1. Criteria for rich and poor households

Poor Average (enough to live on) Well-off

Income Income of less than 
VND 400,000 a month

Income of more than VND 
400,000 a month

VND 1 million a month or 
more
Someone in the 
household is an official

Frequency of visits to 
the forest

Frequently Rarely Do not enter forests 

Wildlife farming and 
trading 

No Yes, but not many (1-2 
individuals)

Many (more than 50 
individuals)

Access to basic 
services

No electricity
Use water from rivers 
and streams

There is electricity 
Use well water

There is a water 
treatment machine

Assets Cottage
There are no cattle
There is no land / less 
than 3 plots of land

Stilt house
There are 1 or 2 buffaloes
More than 3 fields

Tile house or more
Have 5–6 cows or more
There are many fields

Education No one attended school Someone finished secondary 
school

Someone finished high 
school

….. …. …. ……

Note: Tables of criteria for rich and poor households should be built based on villagers’ opinions. People in each village may have 
different criteria for defining poor, average or well-off households.
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3.2.5. Impacts of Covid-19

• What impacts did Covid-19 have on 
people’s lives?

• When Covid-19 occurred, what was the 
area and quality of the forest?

• When Covid-19 occurred, how 
did it affect wildlife protection and 
management activities?

• Has Covid-19 affected wildlife farms 
or facilities in particular and wildlife 
conservation and management in general? 
If so, please explain clearly what the effects 
have been. If not, please explain why?

• Has Covid-19 affected wildlife hunters? If 
so, please explain clearly what the effects 
have been. If not, please explain why?

• When Covid-19 occurred, how did it 
affect women and children?

• How have government programmes 
supported women and children during 
Covid-19?

• What have the roles of incomes from 
farming, mining, trading been during the 
Covid-19 period? (for example, while 
other sources of revenue were lost due 
to Covid-19, wildlife became the main 
source of earnings)

3.2.6. Future solutions and suggestions

• What do you think needs to be done 
to be able to implement wildlife 
conservation and management policy 
effectively?

• How should the wildlife conservation and 
management policy be revised?

• What can be done to support and 
address issues and impacts, and 
especially impacts on women and ethnic 
minority women?

Impacts of Covid-19 (on incomes, society, others) Result

Income  

Social welfare  

Wildlife protection  

Wildlife exploitation  

Wildlife rearing

Forestry 

Women and vulnerable people  



4 Key informant interview form

4.1 Basic Information

1. Name:
2. Age: 
3. Gender:
4. Occupation:
5. Years of experience in wildlife 

management, conservation, trading and 
captive breeding:

6. Number of years of trading and 
purchasing wild animals in the locality 
(purchasing parties):

7. Number of years that the village 
or locality has had wildlife trading 
activities)

4.2 Reality of wildlife management 
and conservation (questions 
applicable to state agencies)

8. How many people in your organization 
are directly involved in wildlife 
conservation and management? What is 
their specialization?

9. Regarding wildlife conservation and 
management, which agencies/partners/
individuals do you usually collaborate 
with?

10. In the area/scope you manage, how 
many farms are there currently? How 
many people hunt wildlife?

11. What is the economic contribution of 
these farms to the GDP of the province, 
district and commune?

12. Contributions to the total income of 
the family and the people (details 
for breeding households, hunting 
households, buying and selling 
households, use in restaurants)

13. Has the number of farms (farms/
households) increased or decreased in 
the last five years? What explains this 
decrease?

14. What species of wild animals do 
establishments/farms/households 
usually keep? Why ?

15. Which animals bring the most economic 
efficiency?

16. Who is selling seed?
17. Who is the buyer?
18. What are the advantages of wildlife 

conservation and management in the 
area?

19. What are the challenges for wildlife 
conservation and management in the 
area?

20. So far, have there been any diseases 
affecting wild animals?

21. If yes, what disease(s) specifically? Did 
it/they affect human health? How was 
the situation resolved? How Forest 
Protection Department and Veterinary 
Department coordinate ?

22. What policies are currently in place 
regarding wildlife conservation and 
management? What advantages and 
disadvantages have you encountered in 
implementing these policies?

23. Has there been any programme or 
project to support wildlife conservation 
and management in this area? If yes, 
what project specifically?

24. Has Covid-19 affected the wildlife trade?
25. Approximately how many households 

are involved in this wildlife trade?

Date:  ..............................................................................................................................................................
Interviewer:  .................................................................................................................................................
Time:  .............................................................................................................................................................
Location:  .......................................................................................................................................................
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26. What is the role of women in general 
and ethnic minority women in particular 
in wildlife trade? How do they 
participate, how do they benefit?

4.3. Impacts of Covid-19

27. Has Covid-19 affected wildlife farms 
or facilities in particular and wildlife 
conservation and management in general? 
If so, please explain the effect(s) clearly. If 
not, please explain why?

28. Does Covid-19 affect households that 
hunt wild animals? If so, please explain the 
effect(s) clearly. If not, please explain why?

29. If affected, do local authorities and forest 
rangers have policies to support these 
facilities/farms? How about hunting 
households?

30. How did people deal with such 
difficulties?

31. What have the impacts of Covid-19 
been on women and men? What are the 
impacts of Covid-19 on them and their 
involvement in the wildlife trade?

32. When Covid-19 hit, how did they 
(ethnic minority men, women, men and 
women) deal with it?

4.4. Suggestions

33. What do you think needs to be done 
in order to implement the wildlife 
conservation and management policy 
effectively?

34. How should the policy on wildlife 
conservation and management be 
revised?

35. What can be done to support and 
address issues and impacts, and 
especially impacts on women and ethnic 
minority women?

Impacts of Covid-19 (on incomes, society, others) Result

Income  

Social welfare  

Wildlife protection  

Wildlife exploitation  

Wildlife rearing

Forestry 

Women and vulnerable people  



5.1 Basic household information

1. Interviewee’s relationship with the householder: ……………….
2. Sex: ………… (1 Female, 2 Male)
3. Age: …………
4. Ethnicity: ……………
5. How many members are there in your family?

5 Household survey

No. Name Relationship to 
householder 

Sex Year of 
birth 

Academic level 
1 = University
2 = High school
3 = Secondary 
school
4 = Primary school
5 = Do/did not go to 
school

Occupation 
1 = farmer
2 = student/pupil
3 = business 
4 = stable salary 
worker
5 = Other (specify)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Household code: .........................................................................................................................................
Interview date:  ...........................................................Interview start time:  .........................................
Interviewer:  .................................................................................................................................................
Commune/ district/ province:  ..................................................................................................................
Village: …………… Name of household head:  .........................................................................................
Interviewee:  .................................................................................................................................................
Phone number:  ...........................................................................................................................................
Distance from the household to the village centre in kilometres:  ..................................................
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6. Was the householder born here or did he/she move from elsewhere?
 Yes
 No, moved from: ………………………………… in …………………………………

7. How many years has the family lived in the village? .........................................
8. From what year did the family separate/have a household registration book?  .......................

.............
9. Marital status of householder: 

 Married    Not married   Widowed   Divorced     Other (please specify) ………….
10. Is the household poor according to government standards? (Is it on the list of poor 

households in the commune)   

 Poor household         Nearly poor household        Not a poor household
11. Does the household receive any state programme support?

 Yes, (please list the programme(s)):  ..... …………………………………………………………………………………
…… ................................................................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................................................

 No, explain reasons:  ...............................................................................................................................
…… ................................................................................................................................................................

  ......................................................................................................................................................................

5.2 Wildlife trade

12. Have you ever bought or sold wildlife products?

  Yes    No

If buying, what was the purpose of doing so? (eating, as an ornament, giving away) How 
frequently have you done so? How much have you spent? Is there any difference between 
before and since Covid-19?

Before Covid-19 After Covid-19

Purchase and sale purposes  • Eat   
 • Cultivated as an ornament
 • Gift
 • Trade
 • Medicinal
 • Other 

 • Eat   
 • Cultivated as an ornament
 • Gift
 • Trade
 • Medicinal
 • Other 

Frequency  • Every week
 • Every month
 • Seasonal (when exactly?)
 • Other

 • Every week
 • Every month
 • Seasonal (when exactly?)
 • Other

Value (VND)
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13. Where do you usually buy? Where do you sell? How do you buy and sell? What 
differences are there between before and since Covid-19?

Before Covid-19 After Covid-19

Place of purchase  • In the village
 • Outside the village, in the 

commune
 • Outside the commune, within 

the district;
 • In the province 
 • Outside the province
 • Other (please specify)

 • In the village
 • Outside the village, in the 

commune
 • Outside the commune, within 

the district;
 • In the province 
 • Outside the province
 • Other (please specify)

Place of sale  • In the village
 • Outside the village, in the 

commune
 • Outside the commune, within 

the district;
 • In the province 
 • Outside the province
 • Other (please specify)

 • In the village
 • Outside the village, in the 

commune
 • Outside the commune, within 

the district;
 • In the province 
 • Outside the province
 • Other (please specify)

Buying and selling method  • Direct selling to consumers
 • Sell to traders
 • Sell to restaurants
 • Other (please specify)

 • Direct selling to consumers
 • Sell to traders
 • Sell to restaurants
 • Other (please specify)

14. What are the roles of women and men in this trade? Have there been any changes 
between before and since Covid-19?

Roles Before Covid-19 After Covid-19

Women’s roles (e.g., primary 
processing, processing, 
trading, etc.)

Men’s roles

5.3 Wildlife feeding (squirrels, wild birds, small animals, large animals, deer, 
wild boar...)

15. Do you keep wildlife?
 Yes (If yes, continue to question 16, if not, skip)

 No
 (if yes, continue to content 3, otherwise skip)

16. Since when did you start rearing wildlife (month/year)?



018 Pham Thu Thuy, Tang Thi Kim Hong, Nguyen Thi Kieu Nuong, Dang Hai Phuong, 
Duong Ngoc Phuoc and Le Thi Thanh Thuy

17. How many family members were/are involved in wildlife farming and trade before and 
since Covid-19?

Before Covid-19 After Covid-19

Men Women Men Women

Total number 
of members 
participating

Key role in wildlife 
trade and wildlife 
rearing

18. Numbers of animals before and since Covid-19

Before Covid-19 Since Covid-19

Total number of farmed species

Total numbers of individuals (List 
details of each species)

Total numbers of males (List by 
species)

Total numbers of females (List by 
species)

19. Have you registered your establishment’s breeding with the Forest Service? (mark an x in 
the appropriate box):

 Registered

 No registration

If you have registered, in what year did you register? (month/year):

If not, please tell me why.

Under what circumstances and conditions would you agree and be willing to apply?

20. Are there any species that you used to raise but don’t keep now?
 Yes, if yes, please clarify which species you no longer keep, list up to three reasons 
why.

Species not raised anymore Time Reasons

 No

 Don’t know/ Can’t answer
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21. Do you know about the guidelines on standards/sizes of cages to ensure safe wildlife 
farming?

 Yes, if yes, what are those standards? Where did you learn about those guiding 
standards?

 Learned by myself

 Guided by authorities and/or forest rangers

 Asked friends and/or those that have already adopted them

 Participated in training

 Other, (please specify)

 No, could you please tell me the reason?

 Don’t know/No answer
22. If you do not know the guidelines on standards and sizes of enclosures, you plan or need 

to learn in the future?
 Yes    No

23. Do you know and take measures to ensure hygiene, veterinary safety and ensure the 
safety of people in wildlife farming to prevent farmers from coming into contact with 
them?

 Yes, if yes, what are the measures?

 No, why?
24. Have you received instructions on how to rear/take care of wildlife in accordance with the 

characteristics and behaviour of different species?
 Yes, if so, where from?

 No, why?

 Don’t know/ Can’t answer
25. Where do you buy seeds?

 In the village

 Outside the village

 Outside the commune

 Outside the district, province

 Other (specify)
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26. From whom do you buy seed?
 Hunter

 Trader

 Breeding centre

 People

 Other (specify)

27. How do you know to buy seeds from that place and/or person?

 Consulted someone

 Learned by myself

 From an acquaintance

 Other (please specify)

28. Do breeds have a clearly documented provenance?

Species Have clear origin No clear profile/origin

29. What is the main purpose of raising each species on your farm?

 For food

 Ornamental

 Gifts

 Buy and sell

 Make medicine

 Other (please specify)
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Species
Main purpose

If you 
sell, 

who do 
you sell 

to?

Do you 
know who 
the final 

buyer is? If 
yes, please 

explain

Sell 
meat

Sell 
seeds Eat Entertaining 

–  ornamental Medicinal Gift Other

Deer

Rodents

Wild birds

Squirrel

Boar

Chicken

Other 
(specify)

30. In your opinion, can diseases in wildlife affect or spread to other livestock species?

 Yes (please explain clearly)

 No, (please explain why)

 Don’t know / Can’t answer

31. In your opinion, can diseases in wildlife affect or spread to humans?

 Yes (please explain clearly)

 No, (please explain why)

 Don’t know / Can’t answer

5.4 Wildlife hunting

32. Do you hunt wildlife (forest animals)?

 Yes

 No

33. If you do hunt wild animals, what types do you hunt?

 Aquatic animals / amphibians, such as fish, frogs...

 Reptiles, such as snakes...

 Birds, wild chickens…

 Small animals, such as mice, rats, hedgehogs, squirrels...

 Animals such as wild boar, deer...

 Other, (please specify)
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34. Reasons for hunting wild animals:

No. Name Why do you 
hunt this 
species? (1 = 
for food, 2 = 
ornamental - 
entertainment, 
3 = gifts, 4 = 
sell for money, 
5 = to make 
medicine, 6 = 
other)

Are there 
any 
difficulties 
or 
obstacles 
when 
hunting/ 
keeping 
this 
species?

Are there 
any 
difficulties 
or obstacles 
in the trade 
or transfer 
of this 
species?

Have 
numbers 
of this 
species 
increased 
in the 
last five 
years? If 
so, why?

Have 
numbers 
of this 
species 
fallen 
in the 
last five 
years? If 
so, why?

When 
Covid-19 
occurs, 
will there 
be an 
impact 
on this 
hunting 
or trade? 
If so, 
what 
is the 
impact? 
If not, 
why?

When/
If facing 
difficulties 
during the 
Covid-19 
period, 
how did 
you deal 
with it? 
What is 
the future 
direction?

1 Deer

2 Squirrel

3 Wild 
birds

4 Boar

5

6

7
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5.5 Incomes from inside and outside the forest before and after covid-19 
(VND x ,000 per year)

35. Income from forest products

Before Covid-19 After Covid-19

Product 
category

Origin
1 = In the 
Forest;
2 = Out 
in the 
forest 
(garden, 
acquired)

Unit Amount 
obtained

Amount 
sold

Total 
income

Cost Amount 
obtained

Amount 
sold

Total 
income

Cost

1. Wood 

2. Bamboo

3. Rattan

4. Firewood 

5. Animal 
feed

6. Vines

7. Medicinal 
plants

8. Medicinal 
animals

9. Roots

10. 
Seedlings

11. Seeds

12. Honey 

13. Wildlife 
catches

14. Others
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36. Family income before and since Covid-19

No. Income
Details (VND x ,000)

Before Covid-19 After Covid-19

1 Forest protection (if any)

2 Farming (including forestry)

3 Remittance from family members

4 Gifts from family or friends

6 Fixed salary (including pension)

7 Hunting wildlife

8 Breeding and selling wildlife

9 Rearing livestock and/or poultry

10 Regimes or policies (poor households, 
households with meritorious services, etc.)

11 Hire

12 Other (please specify)

37. Were your household earnings before Covid-19 (2019) enough to meet your household 
needs?

 Yes   Just enough     No       No answer

38. Were your household earnings FROM the end of 2019 TO 2021 enough to meet your 
household needs?

 Yes     Just enough      No       No answer

 If your household earnings did NOT meet your household needs, please state the reason 
why? (If reasons given relate to Covid-19 or wildlife, then inquire further)

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………

39. When selling wildlife and related services/products, do you have to pay fees, charges/
taxes?

 Yes, please list the fees, charges/taxes in the table below

 No

Type of fee/charge/tax Payee Payment amount
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5.6 Awareness of wildlife regulations and administration
40. Do you know of any current regulations relating to wildlife farming and trade?

 Yes, please list

 No

41. Do you know of any legal regulations related to veterinary safety regarding wildlife 
farming and trade?

 Yes, please list

 No

42. Do you know of any legal regulations related to human safety regarding wildlife farming 
and trade?

 Yes, please list

 No

43. When you need information on these issues, who do you usually ask? Why?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………

5.7 Participation in forest and wildlife protection

44. Are you involved in forest and wildlife management and protection?
 Yes, please clarify which forest protection activity, please select all suitable options?

 Afforestation

 Wildlife protection

 Attend meetings organized by staff to announce the implementation of activities

 Participate in the prevention of illegal wildlife trade and hunting

 Participate in training and guidance on forest protection

 Participate in forest protection patrols

 Participate in forest fire prevention

 Engage with staff/rangers in protecting forests or detecting violations of forestry laws

 Protect forests and wildlife as a household

 Forest and wildlife protection in a group of households

 Protection of forests and wildlife on a community scale

 Other, please specify

 No, please explain why?
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5.8 Covid-19 impacts and solutions

45. How has Covid-19 affected your family?

46. How have you dealt with the consequences/impacts of Covid-19?
 Reduced spending

 Taken out loans

 Changed livelihood source

 Relied on the forest

 Other (please specify)

47. Since Covid-19, how has it affected women, children and vulnerable groups (ethnic 
minorities, the elderly, disabled)? And how have they coped with difficulties caused by 
Covid-19?

Group affected by Covid-19 Details Solutions

Women

Men

Children

Vulnerable groups

Ethnic people

Others

48. Has Covid-19 affected your wildlife farming/business/hunting?
 Yes, please clarify

 No, please explain why?

49. What have you done to overcome the difficulties and impacts on your wildlife farming/
business/hunting?

50. What are your plans for the next five years to recover and overcome difficulties resulting 
from the Covid-19 pandemic?
Additional interviewer information:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………

Thank you very much!
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