
Foreword

C o n t e n t

Foreword 1

News 2

Publications 8
September 2009N° 06

The quarter that is drawing to an end has been characterised
by a multitude of initiatives of which a good number contribute
toward progress on the way to Copenhagen. One of the high
moments of this world agenda is undoubtedly the Climate
Change Summit that brought together about 100 world leaders
on the 22nd of September 2009, convened by the Secretary
General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon. In his closing ad-
dress he affirmed that forests will have a place in the Copen-
hagen negotiations. This is as a result of their mitigation role,
especially as the REDD+ is increasingly being affirmed. In the
other hand, forests vulnerability and their role in adaptation
are also more and more affirmed. In the last few months sev-
eral synthesis publications have contributed a lot in this en-
deavour. These gradual acknowledgements are achievements
that need to be consolidated. Initiatives such as CoFCCA are
there to concretise these acknowledgements and ensure that
scientific evidences be translated into concrete reality in terms
of policy-making, and also to transform on a daily basis thou-
sands of people who depend mainly on forest resources. The
information contained in this edition of CoFCCA Newsletter
show how much consolidating what has been achieved is nec-
essary.
The PAR (Participatory Action Research) workshop that took
place in Bangui made it possible to take stock of work done at
local level and redress, with the support of a IDRC consultant,
the PAR process. This is an exercise that takes into considera-
tion the concerns of women, minorities (e.g. pygmies) of the
target area in the CAR. This is an exercise that also allows for
building on what exists with several actors within a context
that requires some dexterity. An exercise that is complex but
necessary, if it is considered that what is sustainable is re-
quired. The annual CoFCCA meeting in Bangui made it possible
to visit what had been accomplished and see the steps that are
still to be made. It was an opportunity for the Bangui University
community, gathered around the rector and the representative
of the Central African Minister of the Environment, to praise
the CoFCCA initiative and to invite CIFOR and the IDRC to take
other initiatives that will train cadres and researchers of the

Central African Republic.
The training workshop on Communication on Forest and Cli-
mate Change Adaptation that brought together the media of
Bangui (CAR) underscored the need to garner support on usual
communication channels and scientific/technical information.
These are achievements that the new communication officer of
CIFOR-Central Africa (and thus of CoFCCA) contributed in get-
ting through during this training workshop. This workshop with
the media, the training of a member of the CoFCCA team in
Germany, the visit of a student from the University of Buea, the
work initiative on PRECIS under the supervision of a professor,
make it possible to understand the importance of capacity
building and mentoring in the process of consolidating achieve-
ments.
The presentation of a Masters thesis that takes into considera-
tion at the same time “adaptation and mitigation” at the Uni-
versity of Limoges and multiple scientific meetings in Bogor in
Indonesia, highlight how the Project is steering brainstorming
within CIFOR, but also how it is drawing support from the insti-
tution. These dynamics also show how it is necessary to ex-
plore synergies between “adaptation and mitigation” in the
forest sector. A synergy that may also make it possible to some
how to concretise the wish of the UN Secretary General to see
adaptation take a prominent place in the Copenhagen negotia-
tions, but not at the detriment of mitigation.
Examples of adaptation documents at national level in Ger-
many and Canada underline the importance of research that
serves as a guide to the interventions of actors and offers a
framework for the consolidation of achievements of each and
everyone in a coherent approach.
Rallying decision-makers, creating discussion forums, promot-
ing capacity building, communicating on the basis of good sci-
entific/technical information, are some of the avenues that the
international community should, amongst others, stress on, on
way to Copenhagen. CoFCCA, with IDRC support is contributing
in its own way …
We wish you a nice perusal.

Consolidate achievement on the road to Copenhagen

N E W S L E T T E R

By Denis Sonwa
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Modelling climate change : CoFCCAwants to forecast the future

Forecasting the weather is one of the essential
elements of planning adaptation to climate
change. To this end, researchers count on past
climate data to validate climatic models, and
make projections into the future. These climate
modelling activities are an important stage in
climate change programmes. It is these types
of modelling that have made it possible to have
information contained in the last IPCC of 2007.
However, the work of the IPCC is carried out
with general circulation models that do not
conveniently take into consideration the phe-
nomenon at local level.
For a properly located project like CoFCCA, it is
therefore more than useful to also do modelling
taking into consideration phenomena that take
place at very fine scales as compared to those
of the IPCC. The PRECIS Model developed by
the MetOffice (UK) seems to be very appropri-
ate. CoFCCA Project has thus procured this
Model and secured the services of Mr Wilfried
Pokam who is working under the supervision of
Prof. Bouka (Marien Ngouaambi University,
Congo – Brazzaville). Wilfried is from the Uni-

versity of Yaounde I where he is preparing a
thesis on the water cycle in the Congo Basin. It
is hoped that in a few months time, Central

Africa will thanks to this work have forecasts
on the future of the climate at more fine scale
than what the IPCC reports are providing.

By Denis Sonwa

Center for International Forestry Research
Central Africa Regional Office Tel.: +237 22227449;
Fax: +237 22227450
P.O. Box 2008 E-mail: cifor.cameroon@cgiar.org
Yaoundé, Cameroon Website : www.cifor.cgiar.org

This newsletter has been prepared by Edith Abilogo and
Denis Sonwa (CIFOR). For questions and contributions to
this newsletter, please contact Denis, d.sonwa@cgiar.org
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Pan-African Parliamentary Conference on Climate Change

AMasters on climate change legislation in Cameroon

From 25-27 June 2009 was held in the
National Assembly of Cameroon a
Pan-African Parliamentary Conference
on Climate Change. The conference
was attended by parliamentarians
from 17 African countries as well as
the host Cameroon. A number of many
international organizations and civil
societies (e.g. UNDP, UNIC, UNEP,
NEPAD, DFID, ICRAF, CIFOR, WWF,
etc) also attended the conference, re-
sulting in about 150 people in atten-
dance. CIFOR was represented by
three staff. The key objective of the
conference was to define a common
voice on climate change for Africa in
Copenhagen.
The followings highlight the salient
points that emerged from the various presenta-
tions and ensuing discussions and debates:
- Climate change is real and people are already
facing the impacts
- The poorest of the poor will be most hit, espe-
cially many African countries
- Mitigation alone is not enough but more im-
portantly adaptation as relevant for the peculiar
situation in each country
Lawmakers have huge responsibility of pushing

their governments in taking bold steps towards
climate change
- Climate change is linked to national
economies and sustainable development.
- National laws and policies must integrate cli-
mate change with existing challenges of
poverty reduction and achieving sustainable de-
velopment.
- It is not enough for lawmakers to only draft
laws towards adapting to the impacts of cli-

mate change but also
to monitor the execu-
tive to execute the
laws and policies.
- There was an em-
phasis on the injustice
in the cause and ef-
fect of climate change
and as such the moral
obligation of devel-
oped world to com-
pensate the
developing world.
A declaration called
the “Yaoundé Declara-
tion” was developed
and faxed to Libya
(African Union presi-

dency) as the position of the African lawmakers
on climate change in post-2012 negotiation.
The declaration is available in hard copy. An in-
terim executive Secretariat with a one-year
mandate was put in place for the proposed
“Pan-African Parliamentarians’ Network on Cli-
mate Change (PAPNCC). Delegates voted and
the executives were selected with Cameroon
leading the body. Kenya offered to host the next
edition of the meeting in Nairobi.

The story dates back to December 2008. The
Promote Exhibition was organised at the
Yaounde Conference Centre. Among the
teams that had to animate the CIFOR stand,
the CoFCCA team was to take up duty on
one Friday. The CoFCCA team had to share
the project’s experiences as well those of
CIFOR on climate change. Out of the many
visitors, a student by name Felicien Ken-
goum Djiegni was particularly interested in
the work of CIFOR. He received a lot of infor-
mation on areas of research of the institu-
tion and had many of the questions that
preoccupied him answered.
This distance learning student of the Online
Campus “ENVIDROIT” of the AUF (Francoph-
onie University Agency) is undertaking a
course in International and Comparative En-
vironmental Law. Shortly after the Promote
Exhibition, he frequently visited COFIR to dis-
cuss and have documentation on the Project.
At the end of these discussions, he under-
took research on “legal guidance on mitiga-
tion and adaptation to climate change in

Cameroon”, under the supervision of Prof.
Jean-Louis Clergerie of the University of
Limoges. There were several discussions be-
tween the project team, Felicien K. and the
supervisor in Limoges. Lomoges finally ac-

cepted his project and the field work (docu-
mentary research, meetings with actors on
the spot in Yaounde, etc. were organised).
Despite the rather novel nature of the sub-
ject of adaptation, Felicien persevered and
submitted his thesis in August 2009 at the
University.
This Masters thesis thus contributes in ex-
ploring avenues for national legislation on
climate change in Cameroon, of which the
aspects are currently covered by several
ministries. Felicien also attempts to situate
what is already underway within the context
of the country’s development and states
wishes that will allow for the development
of a normative and institutional framework
that is more rational, especially in the area
of adaptation to climate change. This pio-
neer work is at the honour of Felicien and
the University of Limoges that accepted that
its student should carry out research on
adaptation to climate change.

By Denis Sonwa

By Youssoufa Bele and Olufunso Somorin
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From the 15th to the 19th of September 2009, a
sub-regional workshop on Participatory Action Re-
search (PAR) within the framework of the implemen-
tation of the CoFCCA Project was held in Bangui,
Central African Republic.

This workshop brought together eleven partici-
pants amongst which were three research assis-
tants (CAR, DRC and Cameroon), students and
researchers of the University of Bangui and
members of partner NGOs in CAR, the Maison de
l’Enfant et de la Femme Pygmée (MEFP). The ob-
jective of the workshop was to take stock of the
implementation of the methodology on sites in
CoFCCA implementation countries. It entailed
more specifically to:
- assist teams to brainstorm on progress of PAR
in the project : challenges overcame, successes
and lessons learned;
- deepen the conceptual base of PAR and of
adaptation to climate change;
- assist the teams to carry out detailed planning
for field activity that will be carried out jointly by
the research team and the mentor;
- facilitate brainstorming about the field activity;
- plan in detail the following stages and; and
- discuss with production teams of the RCID
about articles of publications and other products
on PAR for various audiences.
This workshop was placed under the leadership
of the Mentor of PAR, Dr Anne Marie Tianni. Dur-
ing this meeting, research assistants of CIFOR
shared their experiences on the implementation
of PAR on the ground in CAR, the DRC and
Cameroon, particularly on participatory diagno-
sis, visioning, identification of actions to be

planned and lessons
learned.
After the restitution of
the state of imple-
mentation of PAR on
the sites, the work-
shop participants de-
veloped a new
approach making it
possible to:
- refocus moving from
diagnosis to vision,
and actions on climate
change/forest;
- identify opportunities
that climate change of-
fers;
- involve indigenous pygmy people in the formu-
lation of endogenous adaptation strategies;
- plan the next stages of PAR on the various
sites.
There was after this a field trip to see practical
activities in surrounding villages of the Ndima
Nzaso forest, some 97km from Bangui in the
Lobaye Prefecture, a site where a first diagnosis
has already taken place. During this occasion,
the team demonstrated to the population the
lack of logic between their vision and elements
of the diagnosis, and left it to them to refocus
their vision, identify opportunities due to climate
change (case of corn which because of climate
change, can have three to four production cycles
per year instead of 1 or two cycles), and greater
involvement of actors, including indigenous
pygmy people.

This meeting enabled field teams to understand
that the flexibility of PAR requires that the re-
searcher be cautious and use appropriate diag-
nosis tools making it possible to better target the
vision of the population on Forest/climate
change.
From this workshop it was realised that after re-
focusing the vision of the population on
forest/climate change, the next stage of PAR will
be to identify potential partners to accompany
the process in order to help in planning adapta-
tion on the various sites concerned with the pop-
ulation.
The participants retained that it is important to
take into consideration all levels of society in the
diagnosis, and to be cautious in moving from di-
agnosis to vision, in order to avoid any devia-
tions towards a visioning that has no link to
forest/climate change. Meanwhile, the greatest
challenge remains insufficient time for field
work.

Meeting on Participatory Action Research in Bangui, C A R
By Bruno Bokoto

Group photograph of participants at the PAR workshop A participant using pebbles game to refocus the vision on climate change/forest

PAR exercise to refocus the vision on Climate Change/Forest
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CoFCCAMedia training : adaptation on themenu of journalists

Bangui hosts the 2nd annual meeting of CoFCCA

By Edith Abilogo

By Emile Mulotwa

The main objective was to share baseline informa-
tion on forest adaptation to climate change with
representatives of the media.

Alongside its annual meeting in Bangui, the
CoFCCA Project discussed with Central African
journalists on the issue of “forest and adapta-
tion to climate change”. It entailed specifically,
explaining how the IPCC develops forecast
models and the dynamics involved in the pro-
duction of IPCC reports (1); presenting what the
international community envisages in
processes of adaptation to climate change (2);
presenting the link between forest and adapta-
tion to climate change (3); explaining how ac-
tors at policy level can coordinate their efforts
to evaluate vulnerability, develop and lay down
adaptation strategies; presenting the role and
action of PANA-RCA (5); and finally, encourag-
ing networking of journalists interested in the
issue of forest and climate change (6).
Some fifteen journalists of the public, private
and community media took part in the work-
shop, as well as communication officers of
ministries in charge of the environment,

forests, plan, and agri-
culture of CAR.
The workshop had eight
thematic presentations
by CIFOR experts, and
some practicum in
working groups to bet-
ter reflect on the pre-
sentations and
mainstream the meth-
ods of scientific journal-
ism. Those journalists
who covered the work
of the CoFCCA annual
meeting of the 21st to
the 22nd of September
were already familiar with the conduct of the
CoFCCA project and some terminologies. The
workshop enabled them, not only to have more
information on the project, but also to be im-
bibed with baseline elements for good commu-
nication on climate change.
It was expected that beyond the workshop,
participants understand better discussions on
forests, climate change and adaptation; that

they make more reports on this issue and that
the latter be substantiated by information of
scientific nature to enable the population un-
derstands that climate change is not a fatality
and that it is not only necessary to attempt to
mitigate its effects, but most especially to start
thinking about ways of adapting to this
change.

From the 21st to the 23rd of September, Bangui,
capital of Central African Republic, hosted the an-
nual meeting of the CoFCCA project.

This project, executed in Central Africa since
2008, is divided into 3 execution phases. The
first phase consists in setting up the project
with emphasis on the mobilisation of various
partners, determining priority sectors, deter-
mining the scientific basis of the project and
the development of appropriate methodolo-
gies. The second phase is on the development
of vulnerability cards in sectors identified in
each country during the first year. The third
phase stresses on the effective laying down of
adaptation strategies.
The objectives of this CoFCCA annual meeting
was to apprise what had been done in the first
year, develop strategies to execute what had
been planned for the second year and provide
an opportunity to size up activities that are
being carried out in each of the countries and
in the sub-region as concerns the interface be-
tween forest and adaptation to climate
change. The approach was one of oral presen-

tations and panel discussions be-
tween CIFOR staff and members of
the project from the countries con-
cerned.
The various categories of actors
who took part in this meeting are
CIFOR researchers coming from
headquarters (Indonesia), re-
searchers of the CoFCCA Project of
the Regional Office of CIFOR for
Central Africa, research assistants
of the project from Cameroon, Cen-
tral African Republic (CAR) and the
Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC). Partners of the project in
Cameroon, CAR, Congo (Brazzaville)
and the DRC and the representative of COMI-
FAC also took part in the meeting.
The subject under discussion at the meeting
was divided into 3 (three) sessions on Day
One, 4 (four) sessions on Day Two and a single
session on Day Three. The sessions of Day One
were geared towards the context of research
on adaptation to climate change and forests in
Central Africa, activities at State level and ac-

tivities on adaptation to climate change and
forests at regional level. On Day Two, state-
ments were on the presentation of climate and
seasonal variations, the commitment and par-
ticipation of communities, brainstorming on
work in various countries as well as the main
outcomes and synergies and other activities of
CIFOR in the sub-region. Day Three was de-
voted to the work of Task Forces.
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Par Denis Sonwa

The University of Bayreuth, in cooperation
with the University of Applied Sciences of
Eberswalde, organized a summer school on
“Adaptation to Global Change: challenges for
research and ecosystem development” be-
tween 7 – 11, September, 2009 at Thurnau,
Bayreuth, Germany.
The course was targeted at highlighting and
discussing the research gaps in the manage-
ment of landscapes and ecosystems towards
both ecological and societal adaptation. Many
participants (including myself) of the summer
school identified the need for the scientific
community to conceptualize adaptation ele-
ments and concepts in a rather integrative
manner, especially in ecosystem based sec-
tors. Another consensus that emerged from
the summer school is the need to build policy
pathways and approaches at different levels
and scales based on national and regional
contexts.

An interactive session was held on the last of
the summer school where the 41 participants
engaged the professors in debate on the chal-
lenge of planning adaptation under uncertainty
of the magnitude and frequency of climate

change. I led the debate on the political and
institutional complexity of adaptation, with ex-
amples from the CoFCCA work in the Congo
Basin.

Summer school on Adaptation to climate change in Germany

In September 2009, Mrs Cecilia Atuh
Munji visited the CoFCCA project in CIFOR.
Mrs Munji is the project research fellow.
She is a second year MSc student in the
Department of Natural Resources and En-
vironmental Management of the University
of Buea in Cameroon. Her project focuses
on the “Vulnerability of African Coasts to
Seasonal Floods of the Atlantic Ocean
Driven by Sea-Level Rise: the Case of the
Cameroon Mangrove Forest Zone”. This
thesis is supervised by Dr Nkwatoh Atana-
sius of the University of Buea-Cameroon
and co-supervised by Dr Denis Sonwa of
the Center for International Forestry Re-
search (CIFOR). Currently, the student has
completely finished with her field work
and the first draft of the thesis submitted
for comments. If everything goes well as
planned, then Mrs Cecilia will be defend-
ing in December.
Mrs Cecilia research work aimed at estab- lishing the socio-ecological implications of

coastal flooding on the Cameroon man-
grove forest region. It also aims at gain-
ing an insight to the inherent human
capacity to adapt or build resilience to
recurrent coastal disturbances (in this
case, periodical coastal flooding), and
also assess how much of this instinct is
guided by legal or political frameworks
geared towards disaster mitigation and
management. To achieve that, GIS was
used to establish trends in the progres-
sion of settlements over the past 45
years, and the destruction of mangrove
forests. Questionnaires, PRA tools such
as historical timeline, seasonal calen-
dars, and visual assessments were
used to investigate effects on forest
stabilization, livelihoods, and to identify
adaptation strategies.

Visit of Cecilia Munji of the University of Buea toYaounde Office
Par Youssoufa Bele

Par Somorin Olufonso
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“Hello everyone. I joined CIFOR on 1
September 2009 as the new regional
communications officer for central
Africa. As part of the communications
team, I'll be in charge of developing and
implementing the communication plan
for this region based in the Yaoundé of-
fice in Cameroon. I’ll also be helping
build the communication capacities of
scientists and others based here. I will
also liaise with team leaders at the RO
and with the communications team in
Bogor in order to enhance communica-
tion activities within Africa projects and
programs. Specifically, I’ll be in charge
of insuring the communication activities
for CoFCCA project such as producing
and disseminating the quarterly
Newsletter.
I have a degree in Language, Literature
and French civilization with English as op-
tional (University of Yaoundé I), and I gradu-

ated from the Advanced School of Mass
Communication (ESSTIC-UY II).

I worked a year as a journalist at a daily
newspaper based in Douala “La Nou-
velle Expression” and later on I worked
for the Ministry of Communication. I've
been called several times to speak up,
particularly during my 8-year-experience
of work at the Center for Environment
and Development (CED), a national NGO
based in Yaoundé working on numerous
issues including illegal logging, forest
governance, community forestry, extrac-
tive industries, indigenous peoples and
EU Forest Aid.
Apart from communications activities, I
had opportunities to engage in advocacy
and lobbying at the international level,
through CED’s partnership with the fed-
eration Friends of the Earth International
and many other international networks.
I am happy to be welcomed in CoFCCA

family.”

Greetings from Edith to CoFCCA team!
By Edith Abilogo

By Max Tiogang

The International Youth Day is cele-
brated on the 8th of August of each
year. For the year 2009, in Burkina Faso
on that day, a rally of youths for the
planting of trees was organised in Bis-
siga, some 40 kilometres from Oua-
gadougou. It is a joint initiative of the
Ministry of Youths and Employment, in
collaboration with the Ministry of the
Environment and Social Welfare, sup-
ported by the COTECNA Group. Thus,
Maximilien Tiogang Djomo who was
taking part in the Francophonie summer
university joined 3500 Burkinabe youths
to plant 15000 trees. For the youths
who took part in this activity, planting a
tree is doing something useful. It is a
significant act to combat desertification
as well as climate change whose con-
sequences are visible everyday in this
sudano – sahelian region. It was with

much enthusiasm that the CIFOR Policy
Research Fellow took part in this activ-
ity.

Planting of 15000 tree seedlings in Bissiga (Burk-
ina Faso) by young people in an effort to fight
against climate change and desertification



08

cofcca
September 2009

P U B L I C A T I O N S

Review : “Participate and build adaptation at national level: Example of a
Canadian proposal”

Review :“Climate change adaptation strategy: an example from Germany”

Determining a framework for harmonisation of
adaptation activities in several ministries,
sectors and regions is a difficult planning task
that even States such as Canada are facing.
This is nonetheless necessary to make all ac-
tors participate in the national adaptation
process. In the case of Canada, several fed-
eral ministries, territories or groups (e.g. Indi-
ans) have already mainstreamed adaptation.
However, the federal level believes that it is
necessary to federate all of these initiatives in
order to have greater intelligibility. In order to
throw light on what may be done at federal
level in Canada, a report prepared by Brooks
et al (2009) of the Ecoresources Consultants
firm was proposed within the framework of
“Research Project on Policies”. This report re-
states what has been done in Canada and
takes into consideration actions in other coun-
tries (France, UK, and Finland) and draws in-
spiration from the PANA approach (National
Climate Change Adaptation Plan) proposed
within the framework of the Convention on

Climate Change. The report therefore exam-
ines institutional choices, tools and ap-
proaches that would make it possible to
prioritise climate change related risks and
adaptation options. Though this document is
destined for those working for the federal
government of Canada, it can be useful be-
yond the borders of this country. Central
African countries and actors can therefore
draw inspiration from it. Knowledge of the
role of government is necessary for actors to
better bring in their contribution.
Previous consultations on the environment in
Canada show that the government can be: (1)
Adaptor (E.g. minimise climate change risks
on government activities); (2) Catalyser and
Facilitator (E.g. facilitate the spread of infor-
mation; develop tools that enables other ac-
tors to take decisions on adaptation); and (3)
Actor or in charge of regulation (E.g. legislate
to reduce vulnerability of the population). In
attempting to analyse what is done elsewhere
and in observing the domestic dynamics in

Canada, authors underscored three necessary
approaches. These approaches are necessary
– for the evaluation of risks and for prioritis-
ing adaptation measures. These approaches
are: (1) Institutional capacity building for there
to be some harmony, (2) Foster the participa-
tion of local actors and (3) Drawing up and
utilisation of tools and indicators to prioritise
risks.
The 59 pages document is made up of appen-
dixes including a glossary. It makes it possible
to understand the need of an inter-sectorial
approach, but also collaboration between the
federal/national, provincial and local levels.
The Congo Basin actors are urged to under-
stand the approach and see how to make it
appropriate for the sub-region.

Source: Mark Brooks, Frédéric Gagnon-Lebrun,
Hélène Harvey, and Claude Sauvé: 2009. Prior-
itizing Climate Change: Risks and Actions on
Adaptation. A Review of Selected Institutions,
Tools, and Approaches.

Rallying various actors in the adaptation
process requires the existence of a coherent
framework that allows each and everyone to
see how their contributions fall within a
larger set. Such a framework enables na-
tional actors to know how to outline sector
policies that are mainstreamed in the na-
tional dynamics. The strategy adopted by the
German government on the 17th of Decem-
ber 2008 is a concrete example of what a na-
tional framework can do. This 73 page
document is the concretisation of the UN-
FCCC. However, it is also a materialisation of
a national strategy announced in the climate
protection programme in 2005 by this coun-
try. This strategic document is in line with
the European document on the climate
change adaptation strategy of June 2007. It
is transitory towards the development of a
climate change adaptation plan in the spring
of 2001.
The document is made up of 5 major parts:
(1) The German framework and objectives to

adapt, (2) climate change (with emphasis on
Germany), (3) the consequences and actions
that may be carried out in sectors, (4) the
German contribution at global level, and (5)
the stages that the current national strategy
will follow. About 14 sectors of German soci-
ety were thus reviewed in this document.
Their vulnerability and adaptation strategies
are presented. In the forest sector, for exam-
ple, the document underscores the fragility
of forest stands that may be more vulnera-
ble. Adaptation measures include amongst
others, the promotion of diversified forest
stands carried out mostly with local species.
With the risk of increase in disasters, natural
forests should be used to protect human set-
tlement and infrastructures. The document
also counsels the quest for synergies with
mitigation measures and avoid, as much as
possible, conflicts between the sets of meas-
ures (Mitigation and Adaptation). The docu-
ment also presents research actions on the
climate in Germany. The latter are grouped

under (a) Research on the climate system, (2)
the impact of the climate and (3) adaptation.
This document also has appendixes. It is an
easy read and its sound understanding can
help in enabling interested actors to (i) Un-
derstand what a national framework is, (ii)
how this national framework operates on a
regional dynamics (e.g. European or Central
African), (iii) how priority sectors (e.g. Health,
Agriculture, Forest, etc.) are vulnerable and
how their sectorial adaptation may be
planned, (iv) how the national framework op-
erates with local frameworks, and (v) how a
multi-institutional approach is necessary.
One can only wish that this perusal inspires
Central African actors. Forest and climate
change are part of a larger strategy that is
important to master in order to progress effi-
ciently.

Source : ‘German Strategy for Adaptation to
Climate Change’

By Denis Sonwa

By Denis Sonwa


