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One of the major challenges of laying the basis for climate
change adaptation in Central Africa is the unavoidable aspect
of capacity building. In fact, words such as sensitivity, vulner-
ability and adaptation to climate change are new vocabularies
for those working in the area of forest management in the
sub-region. How do we then make progress with adaptation
to climate change if the key players do not understand the
concepts? Capacity building at all levels will help in overcom-
ing this obstacle. This issue of the CoFCCA Newsletter of
June 2009 proposes to provide information that will, amongst
others, help in elucidating what the project is doing in terms
of training in Central Africa.
Thus, the first generation of fellows at Masters Level is at
work on the ground. The main areas of research on forest and
adaptation to climate change cover the health sector, water
and food. A young fellow on professional internship at
CoFCCA carried out an inventory of structures which in his
opinion should be concerned by the theme. Indeed, the study
is just beginning, but it can already be sensed that there is
need to integrate a multi-disciplinary and multi-institutional
approach, an aspect that actors who are at the centre of de-
velopment may not have necessarily come across in their
training. This is supposed to be food for thought to all promot-
ers of future training and research programmes on the sub-
ject.
In addition, thanks to the hosting of a fellow of the African
Climate Change Fellowship Program (ACCFP) and participation
in many meetings, especially those of NEPAD in Dakar, the
project is in its own way contributing to pan African initiatives
to build the capacities of African cadres. It is in this backdrop
that there was the recent publication, in collaboration with
the University of Guelph (Canada), of a report on Cameroon in-
stitutions. It underscores the importance of capacity building
for adaptation to be more effective in this part of the conti-

nent. It is this same perspective that a presentation during the
CCPM (Consultation Circle of Partners of MINFOF/MINEP-
Cameroon) made it possible to share the experience of CIFOR-
CoFCCA with other partners who support Cameroon in the
area of forestry and climate change. Finally, it is also in this
light that in collaboration with CIFOR Headquarters in Bogor,
research sites have been chosen within the framework the
PAR (Participatory Action Research) to collect and bequeath to
posterity empirical knowledge of communities (women,
youths, the aged, etc.) on adaptation. Meanwhile, the training
also concerns members of the project to enable them effi-
ciently play their role, for example training on monitoring and
evaluation.
Furthermore, a review of an article on the role of mangroves
brought in new light on how to come up with clear answers
through stringent research. It makes it possible to understand
the major concern of research-training on mangroves in Cen-
tral Africa, but also on other vegetal stands, particularly when
it concerns showing their vulnerability and their role with re-
gard to adaptation to climate change. Area 2 of CIFOR covers
such activities.
In addition, the framework for capacity building, the CoFCCA
project, with IDRC support, intends to develop its activities
with the hope that this work will be remarkable and will en-
courage many other actors to undertake initiatives in the area
of forests and adaptation to climate change. CoFCCA, through
its many and multifaceted certificating and non-certificating
training actions, makes it possible to realise the common
adage that says that “better teach a person how to fish than
giving the person fish”. It should be fervently wished that
forests and adaptation to climate change be more and more
taken into consideration in capacity building programmes in
Central Africa and beyond.

Contribute through training to forge and strengthen
the culture of adaptation in Central Africa

N E W S L E T T E R

By Denis Sonwa
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Central Africa, Regional consultation on adaptation to climate change

A ‘START’ fellow at the CoFCCA Project

From the 29th of June to the 1st of July
2009, Dakar in Senegal hosted a workshop on
sharing the outputs of consultation on climate
change in Central Africa.

Organised by the Interim Secretariat of the
Environment Component of NEPAD
(SINEPAD/ENV) in collaboration with the
International Development Research Centre
(IDRC), the workshop focused on sharing
the outputs of consultations carried out in
six countries of Central Africa namely
Gabon, CAR, Cameroon, Congo, the DRC
and Chad. The objectives of these consulta-
tions were to identify capacity building
needs on adaptation to climate change, and
set up frameworks for synergies between
the various programmes that are underway
or in view in the area of adaptation to cli-
mate change in Central Africa. This is in
line with the priorities set by African lead-
ers on the issue within the framework of

the NEPAD Environment Ini-
tiative Action Plan (Program-
matic Area No. 5: Fight
against Climate Change in
Africa) of which the monitor-
ing of its implementation is
carried out by the Interim
Secretariat of the NEPAD En-
vironment Component
(SINEPAD/Env.) based in
Dakar in Senegal. The shar-
ing of the outputs was there-
fore made up of a series of
presentations of country re-
ports. Each presentation was followed by
discussions/deliberations to enrich and im-
prove the reports. 
The meeting was attended by SINEPAD,
IDRC, COMIFAC, CIFOR (represented by Mr
Youssoufa Bele of the CoFCCA Project), the
Ministry of the Environment of Senegal,
ENDEV (Local NGO, in Senegal), and the six

consultants of the countries of the study. 
The workshop ended with the drawing up
of a roadmap that has to lead to a meeting
to validate the regional document on map-
ping capacity building needs on adaptation
to climate change. This meeting was
scheduled to take place in November 2009
in Douala, Cameroon. 

The CoFCCA Project is presently playing
host to a fellow of the African Climate
Change Fellowship Program (ACCFP)
which is a component of “Global
Change System for Analysis, Research
and Training, (START)”. Within the
framework of ACCFP, CIFOR was se-
lected on a competitive basis as one of
the institutions that can host fellows
who intend to be trained on adaptation
to climate change. Out of the four fel-
lows retained by CIFOR, one of them
will be based in the CoFCCA Pro-
gramme. Maximilien Tiogang Djomo, as
he is called, comes from MINEP (the
Ministry of the Environment and Nature
Protection of Cameroon). In the West
Regional Delegation of MINEP where
he was working, he was under the su-
pervision of Dr Etienne Assoumou Ebo.
He was received under the CoFCCA Pro-
ject as Policy Fellow. The “Policy Fel-

low” fellowship enables the candidate
based in the host institution (i.e. CIFOR-
CoFCCA) to take part in activities that
prepare him/her to improve on risk
management, adaptation activities, and
communicating on the position and
policies of climate change. Maximilien
is a graduate of the University of
Dschang in Cameroon, where his engi-
neering thesis was on the “economic
value of improving drinking water sup-
ply in rural areas: Case of Makouen-
meka in the West Province of
Cameroon”. Please join me to wish
Maximilien welcome.

Information on “the African Climate
Change Fellowship Program (ACCFP)”
can be obtained from the following
website:  http://www.pass-
africa.org/climate.html

By Youssoufa Bele

By Denis Sonwa
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Conference on Global Change in Africa

Pair of students train at CoFCCA

From 2nd to 5th June 2009 was organized in
Cologne in Germany an international conference
on “Global Change in Africa: Projections, Miti-
gation and Adaptation”.

More than a hundred participants mostly
from Africa attended this conference. The
conference was motivated by the vulnerabil-
ity of Africa to adapt to climate change as
well as its ineffective adaptive capacity. In
this light, unprecedented efforts are needed
based on insights in natural, social, eco-
nomic, political, and health sciences to break
the disastrous spiral of ever decaying social,
economic, and natural conditions that Africa
faces. To achieve this, the support of deci-
sion making processes based on a thorough
understanding of all related processes is
mandatory to overcome the pressing prob-
lems. Therefore, the aim of the conference
was to bring together scientists that could
substantially contribute with disciplinary and
trans-disciplinary knowledge to develop so-
lutions for consequences of a rapid global
change.
To contribute to this knowledge, Youssoufa
Bele from CIFOR-CoFCCA team made a capti-
vating presentation on “Policy Review on the
level of attention given to forests for climate

change adaptation: Some Observations from
Cameroon”.  This presentation demonstrated
that the adverse effects of climate condi-
tions, in which African countries are ex-
posed, are already being felt and exerting
considerable stress on most of the important
sectors to national development such as
agriculture and exploitation of national re-
sources. Within the context of Cameroon,
the presentation also demonstrated that for-
est ecosystem services alone provide secu-
rity portfolios for over 80% of the
predominantly rural communities in the
country and contributed about 10% of the

country GDP. Based on this, the presentation
highlighted the fact that forest could be cru-
cial asset for designing poverty reduction
and national development. In this light, the
presentation stressed on the fact that forests
deserve to be a major player and entry point
for adaptation. Unfortunately, as was shown
by the presentation, forest receives very lit-
tle attention in national planning and poli-
cies in Cameroon and climate change is not
currently considered in decisions and long-
term forest management plans in this coun-
try.

Within the framework of capacity
building, the CoFCCA project has
granted fellowships to students in
Masters Programmes from 3 coun-
tries of the project. In other to help
these students have a good start,
work currently entails helping them
fine-tune the objectives of their
work but also to plan from a logis-
tic view point their field trips. The
method of work consists in having
interactions between the student
and the university lecturer/trainer
for better streamlining of the objec-
tives of his/her work. This is done with
contributions and guidance from
CoFCCA.
In addition, in order to facilitate com-
munication and discussions, the stu-

dents were advised to work together. It
is in this backdrop that the duo Fanche-
Gapia was formed: the former is from
the University of Yaounde and the lat-
ter is from the University of Bangui.
The duo usually come to work in CIFOR

together, they share ideas during
classes in the faculty and present
papers at the same time, etc.
Similarly, the project encourages
them to gather around them all of
their classmates who are inter-
ested in the theme “forest and cli-
mate change”. It is with this
perspective that regular discus-
sions were held with Armand
Atanga Dieudonné, who intends to
carry out research on this topic. It
is hoped that one day these efforts

lead to the creation of a network of re-
searchers working on “forest and
adaptation to climate change in Cen-
tral Africa”.

By Denis Sonwa

By Youssoufa Bele
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The dynamics for PAR activities is
on course. After the methodology
workshop that made it possible to

draw up a roadmap, it is now necessary
to move to field activities per se. One of
the difficulties is to find sites that will
make it possible to carry out these ac-
tivities; especially to learn useful les-
sons for the sub-region. Two sites have
already be retained in each country; one
to be located in a landscape where for-
est resources are still present and an-
other one to be located in an area where
these resources have been degraded. This

selection was done in collaboration with the
assistants of each country and with Bruno
Locatelli, official in charge of Domain 2 of

CIFOR. The sites are found respectively
in Cameroon, CAR and the DRC.
In order to support the CoFCCA teams,
the RCID has just designated Anne-
Marie Tiani to guide the PAR teams of
each country. Anne-Marie initially
worked with CIFOR; she is the one who
notably led the methodology workshop
on PAR. She will continue to support
the teams both from a distance and on
the spot. She will also assist CoFCCA
in developing reports on PAR and sci-

entific publications. We once again wish
Anne-Marie welcome to the CoFCCA team.

Strategy, Road Map for PAR-COFCCA adopted

Within the framework of building the
capacity of members of projects
that it is funding, the IDRC organ-

ised a workshop on monitoring and evalua-
tion from the 4th to the 8th of May 2009 in
Mombassa. This workshop followed on the
heels of a preceding one that initially dealt
with outcome mapping). Dr Denis Sonwa
and Dr Bernard Foahom took part in this
workshop on behalf of the CoFCCA project.

The objective of the workshop was to dis-
cuss on difficulties faced by projects con-
cerning monitoring and evaluation, to look
into aspects of methodology, to explore com-
plementary outcome mapping tools, to dis-
cuss on the expectations of the IDRC as
concerns the interim technical report, to
know the platform “Africa Adapt knowl-
edge” ( http://www.africa-adapt.net/AA/ ),
and finally to discuss on communication

needs of project teams.
During this workshop, participants held in-
depth discussions on monitoring and evalua-
tion of projects funded by the IDRC, on the
life cycle of projects, on the preparation of
reports, and on communication between
members of projects and with people out of
the project.

By Denis Sonwa

Monitoring and Evaluation on the agenda at Mombassa 

By Denis Sonwa
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A student of the University of Dschang
submits his internship report. 

After the pre-integration professional
internship that he undertook from the
1st to the 31st of October 2008 at the
CoFCCA Project, Germain Mbock,
student forestry and wildlife engi-
neer, has just deposited his report.
Pre-integration internships enable in-
terns to have an idea of the profes-
sional environment and to face the
realities of the labour world.
During the time he spent at the
CoFCCA Project, Germain tried to un-
derstand the environment of a re-
search centre such as CIFOR, and to

familiarise himself with the theme
“forests and adaptation to climate
change”. While familiarising himself
with this new theme, he tried to
make an inventory of a certain num-
ber of actors (at national and local
level) that may be taken into account
in the process of using forests to
adapt to climate change.
The report that he produced can be
consulted at CIFOR. It is hoped that
Germain contributes in taking this
theme that is dear to CoFCCA and
which seems not to have a place in
the teaching of forestry in Central
Africa, as far as possible.

Denis Sonwa

The CIFOR Central Africa
Regional Office of Yaounde
on the 22nd of May 2009
hosted the meeting of the
Consultation Circle of MIN-
FOF/MINEP – Cameroon
Partners (CCPM). The CCMP
is a platform where devel-
opment partners that work
with the Ministry of
Forestry and Wildlife (MIN-
FOF) and the Ministry of the
Environment and Nature
Protection (MINEP) of
Cameroon meet to discuss
support strategies on a

theme and the meeting of
the 22nd of May was on cli-
mate change. Among other
presentations was the pres-
entation on CoFCCA made
by Denis Sonwa, who pre-
sented the objectives of the
project, the work methodol-
ogy and activities carried
out so far. Denis S. and
Youssoufa B. represented
the Project in this CCPM.

Denis Sonwa

Pre-integration, Germain Mbock
deposits his report

The CoFCCA Project presented
to MINFOF/MINEP-Cameroon
Partners 
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Building strategies and framework proposals

Institutional adaptive capacity and climate change response in the
Congo Basin forests of Cameroon

CIFOR DOMAIN 2 RETREAT

By Youssoufa Bele

By Youssoufa Bele

From 29-30 September 2009 was held in
Raflesia III Meeting Room, Hotel Sandika,
Bogor, Indonesia CIFOR Domain 2 retreat.
Participants were CIFOR Domain 2 staff
and associates (TroFCCA associates from
CATIE). 
The objective of the retreat was to discuss
the implementation of the strategy and to
write framework proposals.
Welcome speech and objectives of the
meeting were given respectively by
Frances Seymour (CIFOR Director General)
and Bruno Locatelli (Domain 2 Leader). 
The workshop focused on the following
points:
- Update on the MTP and the output tar-
gets, the current projects and their prod-
ucts, the planned project.
- Presentations on possible framework
proposals, discussion on how to address
these framework proposals (one unique

proposal covering all Domain 2 outputs or
several modules), discussion on the con-

tent of the proposals. Reminder on last
Domain retreat discussions and presenta-
tion of ideas for the framework proposals. 

The major outputs from this retread were:
- The development of two framework pro-
posals 
Adapting sustainable forest use and man-
agement to the context of climate change
(adaptation for forest),
Roles and potentials of forests to the re-
duction of social vulnerability beyond the
forestry sector (forest for adaptation)
- The development of Domain 2 key mes-
sages on climate change adaptation for
the forthcoming COP15 in Copenhagen
(Denmark). 
CoFCCA project falls into Domain 2 of
CIFOR. The better the domain, the better
COFCCA can move.

This research was carried out by Dr Car-
olyn Brown Peach from the University of
Guelph in Canada in collaboration with
CIFOR through its “Congo Basin Forest and
Climate Change Adaptation project
(CoFCCA)”. This research aimed to analyze
the perceptions of decision-makers within,
and the response of the institutions of the
state, the private sector and civil society
to the complex challenges of climate

change in Cameroon.  This was
done first by reviewing literature
on vulnerability and adaptation to
climate change and then by dis-
cussing the important role of in-
stitutions in enhancing climate
change response. A multi-level
governance framework was used
to analyze the relationships occur-
ring between different institu-
tions, as well as other important
stakeholders. 
Key findings of the research indi-

cate that
Climate change presents additional chal-
lenges to a diverse country like Cameroon
that shares the Congo Basin rainforest.
Not only is the population vulnerable to
the direct effects of climate change, for-
est-dependent communities are also vul-
nerable to changing environmental policy
that may affect their access to forest re-
sources. 

While awareness of climate change is
high, a concrete response is only in the be-
ginning stages.  
Cameroon has low adaptive capacity that
is further constrained by weak linkages
among government institutions nationally
and between different levels of govern-
ment and with communities. Civil society
institutions play a role in enhancing gov-
ernment capacity to respond, particularly
in relation to new international policies on
climate change and forests. Adaptive ca-
pacity would be further enhanced by facili-
tating institutional linkages and
coordinating multilevel responses across
all boundaries of government, private sec-
tor and civil society. 
The presence of a collaborative capacity
builder could foster the transfer, receipt
and integration of knowledge across the
networks, and ultimately build long-term
collaborative problem-solving capacity in
Cameroon.

Bruno Locatelli (Domain 2 Leader)
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Cyclones, Avoiding mangrove deforestation may save lives

• International Workshop on Adaptation to Climate
Change in West African Agriculture, Oua-
gadougou, Burkina Faso 27-30 April 2009

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/agm/meet
ings/iwacc08/index_en.html

• How can African agriculture adapt to climate
change? Insights from Ethiopia and South Africa

http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/pubs/ib/
rb15/rb15_11.pdf

• Understanding farmers' perceptions and adapta-
tions to climate change and variability

http://www.ifpri.org/publication/understanding-
farmers-perceptions-and-adaptations-climate-
change-and-variability

• House bill shifts focus to climate change adapta-
tion

Adaptation is at the center of a sweeping new
climate and energy bill that marks a shift in
focus from merely cutting greenhouse gas emis-

sions to dealing with unavoidable consequences
of global warming
http://oceanacidification.wordpress.com/2009/0
4/02/house-bill-shifts-focus-to-climate-change-
adaptation/

•Africa - Climate Change: From Awareness to
Adaptation 

Environment and Development in the Third World
(ENDA), Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa
(FARA) and IGAD Climate Prediction and Applica-
tions Centre (ICPAC) team up with Institute of
Development Studies and create AfricaAdapt.
http://iaald.blogspot.com/2009/05/africa-cli-
mate-change-from-awareness-to.html

• The role of media in adapting to climate change
This recent article in The Economist paints a very
grim picture about the future of India and China
in the wake of rapid climate change
http://gramvaani.org/2008/06/adapting-to-cli-
mate-change/

•The report uses agro-climatic zones to identify the
different types of impacts and adaptation issues
facing agriculture.

CSIRO released a national overview of climate
change impacts and adaptation options for Aus-
tralian agriculture.
http://www.csiro.au/news/AdaptionForFarm-
ing.html

• EU planning adaptation to climate change strat-
egy 

In order to prepare a detailed  european stategy
of adaptation to cliamte change after 2013, euro-
pean Commissionproposed a review of sectora
policy before 2012. She will try to determine the
impacts and potential costs of climate change in
different sector of the economy.
http://www.euractiv.com/fr/changement-clima-
tique/ue-rflchit-stratgie-adaptation-changement-
climatique/article-180911

I N  T H E  M E D I A  

Avoiding mangrove deforestation allows for vil-
lages to be protected and human loss to be re-
duced during a cyclone in India.

The mangrove, this green belt that is found
around tropical coasts, is known to play a
very important economic and ecological role.
It is even attributed the capacity to serve as a
buffer during disasters such as cyclones,
storms, etc., phenomena that would likely be-
come more frequent and intense with climate
change. But in the opinion of some scientists,
these assertions on the buffer role of man-
groves are pure hypothesis and have not yet
been truly proven.
However, what are the risks taken to think
that mangroves protect coastal people and
infrastructures whereas they don not do it?
There is the fear that financial resources that
may be invested in early warning systems
and evacuation of the population may be lo-
cated to the preservation and restoration of
mangroves. Mangrove dwellers are some-
times held responsible for their degrada-
tion/deforestation and may also be evicted
from these places.
Works published on the 5th of May 2009 in
the prestigious American Review PNAS (Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy of Sci-

ences) argue strongly in favour of the effec-
tive role of mangroves in the protection of
tropical coasts.
Researchers Das and Vincent have used data
from more than 400 villages of the East of
India, affected by a cyclone in 1999, to
demonstrate the importance of mangroves.
They have observed that between 1944 and
1999 the width of mangroves (made up
mainly of Avicennia, Ceriops, Excoelcaria and
Heritiera) reduced from 5.1 to 1.2 km, giving
way to rice fields. In the year of the cyclone,

about 2/5 of the 30,766 ha of mangroves
found there in 1944 were destroyed. Residual
mangroves have made it possible to save
1.72 dead par village on a strip of 10 km on
the coasts and after evacuation of the popu-
lation 3 days before the coming of the cy-
clone. Deforestation of these mangroves may
have aggravated the number of deaths
caused by cyclones. 
This publication thus shows the important
role played by mangroves in the reduction of
human loss during disasters. The early warn-
ing system, coupled with evacuation plans
and sustainable management of mangroves
is therefore useful in the management of dis-
asters. One can only hope that in the process
of reducing vulnerability to climate change
and disasters, the functions of mangroves
will be fully acknowledged; thereby implying
their sustainable management, but also and
mostly availing data to allow for appropriate
decisions to be taken at the right time.
To read this publication lick on the following
link  http://www.pnas.org/con-
tent/106/18/7357.abstract 

Source: Mangroves protected villages and reduces
death toll during Indian supper Cyclone by Saudamini
Das & Jeffrey R. Vincent, PNAS Vol 106. No 18. Pp
7357-7360.
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Center for International Forestry Research
Central Africa Regional Office Tel.: +237 22227449; 
Fax: +237 22227450
P.O. Box 2008 E-mail: cifor.cameroon@cgiar.org
Yaoundé, Cameroon Website : www.cifor.cgiar.org

This newsletter has been prepared by Edith Abilogo and
Denis Sonwa (CIFOR). For questions and contributions to
this newsletter, please contact Denis, d.sonwa@cgiar.org

     


