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The Congo Basin Forests and Climate
Change Adaptation (CoFCCA) project is
progressively undertaking the activi-

ties that were set out for realization over
the next three years. The kick off meeting
laid the platform for the alignment of future
research activities with stakeholders’ priori-
ties for adaptation at both national and re-
gional levels. A group list has been created
for the project to facilitate discussions be-
tween the team members and the stake-
holders in the true spirit of participation
and stakeholders-driven process.
There are on-going discussions in constitut-
ing research questions around each of the
selected sectors for adaptation which will
be tailored to address the strategic objec-
tives of the project. In view of downscaling
and generating regional scenarios, the proj-
ect has acquired a high speed desktop com-
puter for the installation and running of

PRECIS model using national meteorologi-
cal data. I have contacted Dr Joseph Intsi-
ful, the PRECIS Liaison and Training
manager at UK Met Office, who promised
to provide technical support especially
through regional capacity development in
running PRECIS. Professor Bouka Clobite
overseeing PRECIS within the project has
identified a graduate student who will man-
age the running of the model in CIFOR re-
gional office in Yaoundé.
I am delighted to indicate that the two
other research assistants for the project in
the Democratic Republic of Congo and the
Central African Republic, have officially
taken up their positions in their respective
countries with the completion of a memo-
randum of understanding between CIFOR
and the hosting institutions. Please join me
in welcoming Bruno Bokoto for CRA, and
Emile Mulotwa for DRC.

The process of recruiting an Associate Pro-
fessional Officer (APO) for the project
funded by the Dutch government is near
completion with the identification of the
suitable candidate after the interviews.
The successful candidate will be made pub-
lic soon, and is expected to be on board as
early as October 2008 in order to partici-
pate at CIFOR Annual Meeting coming up in
Bogor in October 2008.
Dr Carolyn Peach of the Global Environmen-
tal Change Group at the University of
Guelph, Canada, will be undertaking a joint
research with the project between Septem-
ber and October 2008 looking at institu-
tional factors shaping adaptation in forest
dependent communities in the Congo Basin
Forests. As part of the capacity develop-
ment program, the announcement of the
CoFCCA graduate student fellowship pro-
gram for 2008-2009 academic year, is on
the way to recruit graduate students from
each of the project countries to undertake
relevant research connected to the project
objectives and stakeholders priorities for
adaptation. As one of CIFOR’s research
projects on adaptation, CoFCCA is involved
in hosting fellows under the African Cli-
mate Change Fellowship Program managed
by START and the African Academy of Sci-
ence. As you will see in the newsletter,
members of the project have been partici-
pating in scientific meetings where project
related outputs are presented. I hope we
will continue in the same enthusiasm and
generate the level of awareness and scien-
tific information that will guide both deci-
sions and implementation of adaptation
under sustainable forest management in
the Congo Basin Forests.

Congo Basin Forests and Climate Change
Adaptation Project

N E W S L E T T E R

by Nkem Johnson, Project Leader
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Conference on Adaptation and Forests in Sweden

From 23 to 27 June, CoFCCA was launched dur-
ing a kick-off meeting in Yaoundé.

The meeting was officially opened by Mr
Denis Koulagna, Secretary General of the
Cameroon Ministry of Forests and Wildlife
(MINFOF), representing Mr. Elvis Ngolle
Ngolle, Minister of Forests and Wildlife who
could not attend the meeting. The launching
was preceded by the welcome address by the
representative of the CIFOR Regional Coordi-
nator for Central Africa who could not attend
herself and the address of the representative
of the Canadian Cooperation in Cameroon Dr
James Gasana, standing in for the IDRC, the
main funding agency of the CoFCCA project.
Participants included the representatives of
the three countries of the project: Cameroon,
the Central African Republic and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo.
National delegations were made up of the rep-

resentatives of the Ministries in charge of
Forests, Environment as well as the National
Directions of Meteorology of the three partici-
pating countries. Others who took part in this
meeting included: the representative of the
Network of Indigenous People in Central
Africa; the representatives of some interna-
tional, regional, intergovernmental organiza-
tions; some NGOs active in the region; as well
as other parties interested in activities related
to climate change in Africa.
The objectives of the meeting, apart from
launching the project, were:
- To jointly undertake stakeholders’ identifica-
tion and prioritization of highly vulnerable for-
est goods and service sectors to climate
change at both national and regional scales;
- To share views and experiences in response
strategies to climate change impacts in the re-
gion especially on a shared trans-boundary re-
source-base like the Congo Basin Forests, and;

- To initiate a regional policy dialogue on cli-
mate change adaptation
After several presentations and discussions,
participants working in groups selected vulner-
able sectors in the different countries.
This resulted in the following regional priority
sectors:

From the 25-28 August 2008, a
conference on adaptation and
forests was held in Umeå, Swe-
den.

The Conference was focused
on Adaptation of Forests and
Forest Management to a
Changing Climate: A Review of
Science, Policies, and Prac-
tices.
CoFCCA team members Yous-
soufa Bele and William Mala
from CIFOR attended the con-
ference. “We participated in
the Conference thanks to fund-
ing from IUFRO (International
Union for Forest Research Or-
ganizations).”
The Conference was attended
by more than 300 experts from
around the globe.
CIFOR was well represented by
staff of the Regional Office in
Ouagadougou (specifically the
TroFCCA Project) and two mem-
bers of staff from the CIFOR Re-
gional Office for Central Africa.

Besides the staff of the re-
gional offices of Africa, Mr
Santoso (TroFCCA Asia) was
also in attendance.
Youssoufa Bele, CoFCCA assis-
tant researcher, presented a
paper focused on: “Balancing
Livelihoods Needs for Adapta-
tion and Reducing Carbon
Emissions from Forests: Case
Study of Community Forestry in
the Cameroon Forest Policy Re-
form”.
This conference, told us Yous-
soufa, definitely had an impact
on our knowledge of the role of
forests in climate change adap-
tation. “This conference has
once again aroused my dream
of becoming an expert on adap-
tation of forests to climate
change.”

Book of abstracts:
http://www.forestadapta-
tion2008.net/home/en/

CoFFCA officially launched
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2nd Cameroon National Report on Climate Change

On the 18th of July, a preparation workshop on the development of the 2nd Cameroon National Report on
Climate Change was held in Mbalmayo.

In view of developing a project to prepare the
second national report on climate change, the
Ministry of Environment and Protection of Nature
(MINEP) of Cameroon organised a validation
workshop. Cameroon ratified the convention on
climate change in 1994 and submitted its initial
communication report to UNFCCC in early Janu-
ary 2005. The country is now preparing to de-
velop its second national communication report.
The objective of the workshop was to finalise
and validate the project document before submit-
ting it to UNEP. The document submitted to par-
ticipants outlines the way forward towards
developing the second Cameroon national Report
on Climate Change.
During this workshop, Dr Amougou Joseph Ar-
mate, UNFCCC Focal Point expressed the wish to
have international technical partners such as
CIFOR that is working on climate change aspects,
provide their support during the preparation of
this national report.

CoFCCA is established in Central African
Republic (CAR)

With the signing of the collaboration agreement between the
University of Bangui (CAR) and CIFOR by the Rector of the uni-
versity, Gustave BOVOSSI SERENGE and the Regional Coordina-
tor of CIFOR, Cyrie Sendashonga, CoFCCA was officially
established in the CAR. This branch of CoFCCA lodged in the
University of Bangui will facilitate activities carried out in this
country by Félix Ngana (taskforce leader) and Bruno Bokoto (re-
search assistant).

Nouveau collègue
Denis Sonwa joined CIFOR as a researcher in the Environmen-
tal Services Program. As such, he will also be involved in
CoFCCA. You can reach
Denis at: d.sonwa@cgiar.org

By Denis Sonwa

I n b r i e f
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Shortly after the CoFCCA kick – off meeting
(27 – 28 June) some team members met in
a workshop of the Forest Environment Sec-
tor Programme (PSFE) of Cameroon.

Climate change adaptation mainstreamed
in forest research in Cameroon
With the support of the international
community, all the interventions in the
forest sector in Cameroon have been
brought together under the Forest Envi-
ronment Sector Programme (FESP) that
was validated in 2003.
One of the five components of this Pro-
gramme focuses on “Institutional capac-
ity building, training and research”. It is
the component that allows for data (from
research) to be generated to support
other components of the FESP. To validate
the activities of “action plan to Support
research in the FESP” developed by a
team made up of several researchers, in-
cluding Abdon Awono (CIFOR) and Dr
Bernard Foahom (IRAD and member of the
CoFCCA Team), a workshop was organised
from the 27th to the 29th of August at the
Hilton Hotel in Yaounde.

This workshop was attended by senior offi-
cials of the Ministry of Forestry and
Wildlife (MINFOF), the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Protection of Nature (MINEP) and
the Ministry of Scientific Research and Inno-

vation MINRESI) (research and science)
and bilateral and multilateral partners in-
volved in the forest sector in
Cameroon. Abdon Awono and Denis
Sonwa took part in the workshop on be-
half of CIFOR (and CoFCCA). During the na-
tional workshop which was opened and
presided by His Excellency Elvis Ngolle
Ngolle, Minister of Forestry and Wildlife
(MINFOF) in the presence of the Secretary
Generals of MINRESI and MINESUP,
Climate change aspects were taken into
consideration as research activities within
the framework of the FESP. It entails that,
besides mitigation aspects, adaptation as-
pects be taken into consideration also, by
evaluating the impact of climate change
on communities and explore the possibili-
ties of adaptation that are available to
these communities in forest zones. The
government wishes, with the support of
international partners such as CIFOR, to

generate data that will likely support adap-
tation to climate change. It is a strong wish
that the activities of CoFCCA in Cameroon
be useful to the FESP.

The Global Network for Forest Science
Cooperation (IUFRO) leads and coordi-
nates a global scientific assessment
regarding the adaptation of forests
and forest dependent people to cli-
mate change. The assessment aims to
inform policy deliberations on this sub-
ject matter globally and regionally. The
report under preparation by the Expert
Panel will present the state- of-knowl-
edge regarding the impacts of climate
change on forests and their main
goods and services, key vulnerabilities
of forest dependent people, as well as
options for adaptation in terms of pol-
icy and management. A special sum-
mary for policy makers will form part
of the assessment report.
Click here for more information

(www.iufro.org/news/arti-
cle/197) In Africa, women
are more involved in
forestry and agriculture at-
civities than men. There-
fore, they are likely to be
hard hit by impacts of cli-
mate change.

Climate change in Cameroon National Forest Programme
By Denis Sonwa

Mr. Elvis Ngolle Ngolle, Minister of Forestry and Wildlife

Global assessment adaptation of forests and forest-dependent people
to climate change
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Stories that appeared in national and international media that talk
about issues related to CoFCCA
Population boom will pressure forests
http://www.enn.com/ecosystems/article/37642
Pictureshow: The vanishing rainforest of the Congo Basin
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/gallery/2008/jun/17/forest
s.conservation?picture=335088783
Global forest plan could boost fight poverty and climate change
http://www.iied.org/mediaroom/releases/080709_global_forest_p
artnership.html
New deforestation data reveals hotspots
http://www.carbonpositive.net/viewarticle.aspx?articleID=1144
Le changement climatique menace la pêche
http://www.actu-environnement.com/ae/news/changement_clima-
tique_impact_peche_5468.php4
Afrique: premiers effets du changement climatique
http://www.infosplusgabon.com/article.php3?id_article=2148
Tropical warming tied to flooding rains
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/08/science/earth/08rain.html?_r
=1&ref=world_&oref=slogin
Women and climate change - A Tale of two mothers
http://www.alertnet.org/db/blogs/20316/2008/07/11-171019-1.htm
Deadly dozen’ Reports Diseases Worsened by climate change
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/10/081007073928.htm
Climate change will allow tropical diseases to spread to Europe
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?xml=/earth/2008/10/
07/eawildlife107.xml
African environmental research helps world
http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/topstories.aspx?ID=BD4A85
7699

15-19 September 2008: Participatory Action Research Training Work-
shop (English), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
23-25 September 2008:Workshop on Climate Change and
Variability in Africa: The African Forestry Sector
Response, Nairobi, Kenya
6-10 October 2008: Participatory Action Research
Training Workshop (French), Cotonou, Benin
October 2008. CIFOR Annual Meeting
3-7 November: International Symposium on Sustainable
Forest Management in Africa, Forests and Climate
Change Response, Stellenbosch, South Africa
6 December: Forest Day 2, Poznan, Poland

I N T H E M E D I A

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Center for International Forestry Research
Central Africa Regional Office Tel.: +237 22227449; Fax: +237
22227450
P.O. Box 2008 E-mail: cifor.cameroon@cgiar.org
Yaoundé, Cameroon Website: www.cifor.cgiar.org

This news bulletin has been prepared by Janneke Romijn and
Denis Sonwa (CIFOR). For questions and contributions to this
newsletter, Please contact, Denis, d.sonwa@cgiar.org

CONGO FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE
ADAPTATION (COFCCA)

CoFCCA is a three-year effort of the Center for Interna-
tional Forestry Research funded by the International De-
velopment Research Center under the Climate Change
Adaptation for Africa (CCAA) project.

The participating countries include Cameroon, Central
African Republic and Democratic Republic of Congo.

The main objective of the project is to contribute to na-
tional processes of adaptation to climate change through
the development of policy-oriented adaptation strategies
that also ensure sustainable use of forest resources in the
Congo Basin Forests.

The specific objectives are:
• to identify and prioritize regional development issues
as climate impacts forests and society;

• to establish regional science-policy dialogue that en-
gages the community and its participation in the plan-
ning and policy process for adaptation;

• to assess the vulnerability of gender, minority and in-
digenous communities in identifying their special for
adaptation; and

• to build the capacities of communities and stakeholders
and facilitating knowledge sharing


