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C e n t e r  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F o r e s t r y  R e s e a r c hn e w sCIFOR
Cameroon’s local forest management 
out on a limb

The push for decentralization has the potential to greatly 
benefit both forests and those who depend on them. 
In theory, local authorities better understand the local 
conditions, make decisions that reflect local needs, and 
give marginalized groups greater access to power and 
resources. 

In practice, this is often the case. But not always. 
CIFOR's research in Cameroon indicates decentraliza-

tion has not produced the positive outcomes anticipated 
when, in the mid 1990s, efforts were made to improve lo-
cal livelihoods by giving communities greater authority in 
managing their surrounding forests. 

According to “Profiling Local-Level Outcomes of 
Environmental Decentralizations: The Case of Cameroon’s 
Forests in the Congo Basin”, by CIFOR’s Phil René Oyono, 
the country’s experiment with decentralizing forest 
management has often resulted in conflict within and 
between communities. 

“What CIFOR has found during its research is that 
allowing forests to be managed at the local rather than 
central level can lead to local hostility. The research also 
indicates decentralizing forest management has helped 
create new social elites and undermined traditional 
authorities,” Oyono says. 

Of equal concern, according to Oyono, is that 
as decentralization has increased so has the level of 
degradation in many community forests in Cameroon. 

Oyono studied more than 20 villages in the humid 
forest zone of southern Cameroon that were already 
allocated forestry fees from the central government and 
had a local committee implementing community forest 
management principles.

“The decentralization idea is a nice concept,” Oyono 
says, “But when it comes to managing natural resources, 
it seems to me that if decentralization is to succeed in 
Cameroon, it needs to be supported by democratic 

Following many years of poor forest management under central government control, countries around the world 
are shifting forest management to regional, local and even community authorities. 

Cameroon’s tropical forests are part of the Congo Basin, the world’s second 
largest forest ecosystem after the Amazon Basin. The country’s forests have 
a long history of commercial logging, dating back to the late 19th century 
when Cameroon was a German colony. A German official at the time noted 
that “Kamerun is the richest among our colonies: it has approximately 15-20 
million hectares of forests we could exploit easily”. Following World War I, 
France and Britain managed Cameroon, with the British exporting 165,000 
tons of timber between 1924 and 1928. Between the mid 1980s and mid 
1990s, Cameroon produced 25,034,254 m3 of timber. In the first half of 2002, 
Cameroon’s forests generated some US $345,000,000 in revenue, including 
$42,000,000 in tax receipts for the state. Given these financial stakes, it is 
unsurprising the industry has a history of conflict - often due to local anger 
at being denied access to the benefits forests can bring. Since the colonial 
period with its expropriation of local communities’ customary lands by the 
colonial state, there has been ongoing conflict between the state and local 
villagers. The state argued it owned the forests, as evidenced in numerous 
forestry laws and regulations. On the other hand, local communities, 
brandishing their longtime presence in these spaces, claim traditional and 
historical rights over the same lands. 

Timber exports play a major role in Cameroon's economic development.  
But recent changes in forest management regulations may have 
negative social impacts. Photo by Patrick Nyemeck 

(continued on next page)
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practices at the local level.”
But in reality, such practices rarely exist, according to 

Oyono. 
“What is happening on the ground is often 

undemocratic. Corrupt individuals take advantage of the 
new rules and this leads to new elitist groups emerging 
and causes social tension,” Oyono says. 

“The noble idea of giving people control over forests 
soon gets very messy if the process is not monitored. That 
may not be true everywhere, but it seems to be often the 
case in the large area CIFOR looked at in Cameroon.” Oyono 
acknowledges that decentralization has resulted in some 
villages successfully  using their community forests and the 
fees gained from commercial logging to build community 
halls, classrooms, health centers, water wells and churches. 
But Oyono feels that the overall impact of the local forest 
management committees has been negative, and resulted 
in what he calls an “institutional schism”.  According 
to Oyono's research elders and village chiefs feel their 
traditional authority has been undermined by newly 
emerged elites who have the education and skills needed 
to carry out the management committees’ duties. 

“In many villages, misunderstandings are deep between 
committee members and traditional authorities. I have 
even heard stories of the two groups practicing witchcraft 
against each other,” Oyono says. 

By creating new organizations for managing local 
forests, rather than using indigenous institutions, the 
architects of decentralization have created a social 
environment ripe for conflict. At the same time, other social 

groups have begun emerging - young people in particular - 
and claim a share in the disbursement of forestry income. 

“At the local level we are seeing young people wanting 
to marginalize other groups",  Oyono explains.  In one village 
a group of young people overthrew the recently elected 
management committee, accusing it of misappropriating 
funds. Although the traditional elders weren’t exactly big 
fans of the committee, they felt it would have eventually 
been replaced at the next election.

The older people in the village opposed the actions 
of the younger group and the conflict became intergen-
erational. Traditional authority figures led the whole village 
community in rejecting the “coup” and isolated the man-
agement committee. After a long period of confrontation 
and disorder, the members of an earlier committee were 
reinstalled.

Oyono goes so far as to say “there is a significant 
segment of the rural population, particularly the young, 
who would like to see an ‘eco-apocalypse’, achieved through 
accelerated timber logging, because this would guarantee 
a large financial return within a very short period.”

To address the weaknesses of the Cameroon experiment 
of decentralized forest management, Oyono says a 
framework should be designed to monitor the hand-over 
process from the central government, through the regional 
level and down to the village level. This framework would 
have clear indicators and mechanisms for monitoring  
weaknesses such as poor local capacity, opportunistic 
behaviour by elite groups, inadequate collective action, 
corruption and the lack of local democratic functions. GC

A recent CIFOR report suggests many rural youth in Cameroon are keen to improve their welfare by increasing the level of logging. 
Photo by Patrick Nyemeck 
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But in a new report titled “Forests and Floods: Drowning 
in fiction or thriving on facts?”, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), the Center for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR) and the World Agroforestry Centre 
(ICRAF) say there is no scientific evidence linking large-
scale flooding to deforestation. 

“Government decision makers, international 
aid groups, and the media often blame flooding on 
deforestation caused by small farmers and loggers,” said 
Patrick Durst, Senior Forestry Officer for FAO’s Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific. “The conclusion is not only 
wrong, scientifically, but such misguided views have in the 
past prompted governments to make life harder for poor 
farmers by driving them off their lands and away from the 
forests, while doing nothing to prevent future flooding.”

Although the report acknowledges forests can help 
reduce the runoff that causes localized flooding, it says 
tree loss does not significantly contribute to large-scale, 
widespread flooding. According to Durst, even at the 
local level the flood-reducing effects of forests are heavily 
dependent on soil depth and structure, and saturation 
levels, not exclusively on the presence of the trees. 

“Protecting forests can have many benefits, but won’t 
stop large scale floods,” said CIFOR’s David Kaimowitz. “If 
deforestation causes floods, you’d expect a rise in major 
flood events paralleling the rise in deforestation. But 
the frequency of major flooding has remained constant 
the last 120 years, going back to when lush forests were 
abundant.” 

The report says the sharp increase in the economic 
and human losses attributed to flooding is caused not 
by deforestation but mainly from population growth 
and increased economic activity. Cities have long been 
established on flood plains because the benefits of 
living near water outweighed the risk of flooding. People 
originally settled on high ground close to flood plains. But 
as towns have grown, housing estates and commercial 
zones have moved to the low-lying flood-prone areas. 
As a result, what were minor floods are now often major 
disasters. 

The report says political expediency may explain 
why the conventional wisdom about forests and floods 
remains unchallenged. The myth allows governments to 
implement logging bans and thus appear to be trying to 
stop flooding. But in China, Thailand and the Philippines, 
logging bans have put millions out of work. In Romania, 
over 1,000 people were recently prosecuted after the 
country was devastated by flooding. 

According to World Agroforestry Centre's Dr. Meine van 
Noorwdijk “We need to stop blaming people who work 
near forests for floods that affect entire river basins, and 
instead consider land-use issues, including poor logging 
techniques and urban development issues. Policy makers 
and development agencies should pursue solutions based 
on the best available science. This is just one example 
of why agricultural research is vital to reducing global 
poverty.” 

In addition to the FAO, CIFOR and ICRAF, the 
International Water Management Institute (IWMI) and the 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development 
also contributed to the report. GC 

For the full report, “Forests and Floods: Drowning in fiction 
or thriving on facts?” visit ‘Publications’ at CIFOR’s website:  
http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/scripts/newscripts/publications/
detail.asp?pid=1738  For the news release announcing the 
report, go to ‘Media Center’ at CIFOR’s website.

Blaming large-scale floods on deforestation 
can hurt world’s rural poor 
Almost invariably when serious flooding happens, journalists quote a conservationist, NGO representative or 
government official blaming the disaster on upland deforestation. One recent example of widely reported claims 
linking deforestation with severe flooding occurred last October when Hurricane Stan unleashed several days of 
heavy rain on Central America.

Many people had to hire carts to rescue their motorbikes and other possessions during 
the 2002 Jakarta floods that displaced more than 360,000 people and caused scores of 
deaths. Floods in Indonesia are often blamed on deforestation. Photo by Kompas
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When Governments, institutions or NGO’s think of 
reforesting an area either for the provision of tree products 
or for environmental concerns, they usually think in terms 
of projects with specific objectives and locations. 

These projects usually plant trees in a very concen-
trated pattern across large areas, producing large patches 
of evenly aged and evenly balanced species. But often 
these projects fail to deliver their promised social and 
environmental benefits. And most are unsustainable in 
the long-term, tending to disappear once the supporting 
funds dry up. 

But it doesn’t have to be that way. Institutions and 
organizations interested in plantation development 
could learn a lot from what is happening on the densely 
populated island of Java in Indonesia. 

With an area of 132,000 km², 114 million inhabitants and 
864 people per km², it is a wonder any trees survive there at 
all. Let alone small, community organized teak plantations 
on private land. These “home-made” plantations achieve 
goals that many externally implemented projects don’t. 

Rethinking plantation forestry: Teak in Java
Opinion: Julia Maturana 

A government run 
teak nursery in Central 
Java. Photos by 
Philippe Guizol    

They provide sustainable and widely-shared environmental 
and social benefits.

A survey by CIFOR revealed a high frequency of teak 
plantations in all the 44 districts visited - some 50% of 
Java’s total number of districts. Plantations ranged in age 
from 6 months to 40 years, indicating a regional succession 
process that makes these areas a sustained source of 
products and services.

Teak planting in Java owes much of its success to its 
great social acceptance. Teak was first introduced in Java 
in the 14th century, followed by the establishment of large 
state-owned plantations during the Dutch colonial era. 
Generations of Javanese people have worked in the state 
plantations and the people have learned how to plant and 
manage teak. At the same time, teak has become very 
popular domestically for furniture and housing. In short, 
people like teak.

But simply ‘liking’ teak is not enough to produce the 
miracle seen with Java’s private teak plantations. Additional 
enabling conditions are essential. 

Following the country’s political turmoil in 1998,a 
series of decentralization policies and regulations 
supporting people’s involvement in forest management 
allowed private companies to provide and promote teak. 
Also crucial was the Ministry of Forestry’s decision to 
encourage teak planting by giving away free seedlings. 
In fact, over 54% of the teak plantations observed were 
planted after 1998.

The active teak wood market also makes planting 
teak a viable business option. Harvesting, transportation 
and permit costs are low and straightforward and a well 
established network of buyers and traders visit the farms 
regularly to buy standing trees. 

These people take care of the harvesting, transportation, 
permits, and marketing. This is a good arrangement for the 
local growers. Of the 78 teak farmers CIFOR interviewed, 
over 70% said they wait for buyers to come to them.
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Also important is that people can keep their teak trees 
for as long as they wish — which implies more money for 
each tree — or they can sell them during times of financial 
need. And, of course, they provide a ready supply of timber 
for building purposes. 

Such flexibility plays an important role in the livelihood 
value of teak trees in Java, which usually cover about 40% 
of a farm’s area. And being planted close to the house, they 
are generally safe from theft, pests or fire.

The costs of establishing and maintaining teak farms are 
low. CIFOR’s research shows over one third of teak farmers 
did not invest any capital in the plantations. With free 
seedlings available from Java’s state-owned plantations 
and a good supply of cheap-labour, starting a small teak 
farm is not too onerous. 

By contrast, the return is high.  With the average price 

for a 15 year old teak tree being about US$150 CIFOR’s 
research suggests a small 0.8 hectare plantation can 
generate US$290 monthly. That compares favourably to 
the average national wage of US$42 a month. 

The success of teak farming in Java is a miracle that has 
resulted in a massive level of tree planting. Quite clearly, 
governments, institutions and NGO’s thinking about 
reforesting and plantation development must consider 
the people and not just the trees. They should focus on 
supporting self-generating processes rather than trying to 
establish new projects. 

Julia Maturana (j.maturana@cgiar.org) was a scientist 
with CIFOR’s Forests and Livelihoods Programme in 2004-05. 
Julia’s appointment at CIFOR was supported by the Netherlands 
Government. The views expressed in this article do not necessarily 
represent the views of CIFOR or its partners. 

CIFOR News reader survey

Other questions we wanted answers to were: how much 
of CIFOR News do you read?  Are the stories interesting, 
relevant and the right length?  What about quality and 
presentation?  Should it be longer, shorter or in a different 
format?

So we asked you, the reader, and received an 
overwhelming response.  Of the 1,800 surveys distributed 
over 300 readers responded which is a strong return rate 
of 15%.  All responses were from outside of CIFOR.  Readers 
strongly endorsed CIFOR News and assured us that yes, 
you like the publication and yes it should continue.

The vast majority of you say that you like the publication 
just the way it is, but as well as the many positive comments 
we received there were also plenty of suggestions to guide 
us in improving the newsletter.  We are extremely grateful 
for these and will fine tune CIFOR News accordingly.

The results were lengthy so I have extracted some of 
the more interesting findings for your information (see 
box).  Thank you all for your responses.

CIFOR news survey – key findings
•  Readers are predominantly researchers, donors, policy 

makers, trainers
•  80% “read it for job-related reasons”            
•  87% “important source of forestry information outside 

their country”
•  38% “2 to 5 colleagues also read it”            
•  68% “read more than half the contents”
•  68% “content and presentation has improved”    
•  84% “articles about the right length”
•  90% “language level is about right”             
•  52% “prefer 4 not 3 editions p.a.” (several suggested 12 

p.a.)
•  Most popular topics include community forestry, pov-

erty reduction, conflict, biodiversity/environmental 
services, conservation and climate change.

Summary of interesting comments
Most informative of the CGIAR’s documents

•  Well written, easy to understand 
•  Sometimes too technical 
•  Keeps me updated on forest research 
•  (Donors) need information about impact, preferably in 

dollars or policy influence 
•  Use recycled paper 
•  More practical info needed e.g. CDM, carbon trading 
•  More stories from Africa, Latin America, South Asia 
•  One of the CGIAR’s best.

The full survey results can be viewed by visiting 
‘CIFOR News online number 40’ at CIFOR’s web site:  
www.cifor.cgiar.org

Greg Clough, Editor 
CIFOR News  

Invitation to readers
CIFOR News is keen to hear from its readers. 

We welcome your views on any and all  forest issues. 
Please send your  200 words letters to:

E-mail: g.clough@cgiar.org 
Post: CIFOR News, Jalan CIFOR, Situ Gede, 

Sindang Barang, 
Bogor Barat, Indonesia, 16680

Fax: CIFOR News +62 251 622100

Two editions ago, CIFOR News included a reader survey.  The survey had many aims, not the least being whether you 
find CIFOR News valuable and thus worthy of continuing. You made it very clear that it is.
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Recently the price of Brazil nut has skyrocketed, 
putting more than a few pennies in the pockets of many 
Pando villagers. This is good news for local livelihoods. But 
as with any good story, there’s always the flip side of the 
coin. Because of the high demand for the nuts, the forests 
now swarm with people seeking their own fortune.

As a result, communities in Pando are struggling under 
internal conflicts and rivalries. Locals are taking Brazil nuts 
that don’t belong to them and the promise of a quick 
buck is attracting swarms of outsiders. Dealing with such 
challenges is beyond the ability of the traditional and 
informal approaches to land management that worked in 
the past.

Without adequate tools such as maps, resource 
inventories, family registries, and rules of access, the 
communities are finding it difficult to defend their rights 
and serve as effective custodians of their forest.

For example, the village of Palma Real in the 
municipality of El Sena is in the process of receiving title 
to almost 9,000 hectares of forest. When CIFOR researchers 
arrived, they found the villagers had no map of their forest 
- only a letter-sized printout of their borders provided by 
the government.

They also had no formal documentation about their 
community, forest, Brazil nut areas, streams and roads. As 
it turned out, even the border points on the government 
printout were wrong. But because they had never been 
trained in reading maps, the community leaders were 
unable to verify it.

When the December rains hit, the towering Brazil nut trees 
swell with moisture and decide it’s time to unload their 
bountiful burden. Nuts the size of grapefruits crash to the 
ground, burying themselves in the soft earth.

And so the Brazil nut season begins: tens of thousands 
of people head to the forest to collect, crack open, and 
carry out the prized nut. It is a three-month frenzy of 
activity that provides 12 months of survival for many poor 
families.

Just like the Brazil nuts they produce, the forests 
themselves are now landing in the hands of local 
communities. To help these communities benefit from 
the newly-acquired riches of their forests, and to prevent 
conflicts over them, CIFOR is providing training in a range 
of areas.

Greater community involvement in Pando’s forests 
followed the wave of land reforms that began in 1996 
and saw the dismantling of large forest estates, known 
locally as barracas. Now that they have legal status, rural 
communities can request up to 500 hectares of forest per 
family. With this new status and the benefits it confers come 
new responsibilities. The question is: are the communities 
ready for it?

Power to the people 
of Pando
Who says money doesn't grow on trees? Certainly not 
the people of Pando, Bolivia.

CIFOR’s MLA research
Working with a range of partners, CIFOR has developed methods for assessing ‘what really matters’ to communities 
living in tropical forest landscapes. Known as Multidisciplinary Landscape Assessment (MLA), this approach enhances 
the understanding between development practitioners, policy makers and forest communities. MLA’s aim is to 
generate more informed decisions regarding policy and land use to improve forest conservation, protect the needs of 
local people and advance the wiser management of tropical forests. Here we present two stories about CIFOR’s MLA 
research in Vietnam and Bolivia. CIFOR is also using its MLA approach in Indonesia, Cameroon, Mozambique and the 
Philippines. 

To learn more about CIFOR’s MLA research, visit www.cifor.cgiar.org/mla/  

Rudy Mora, President 
of the community San 
Roque, and his wife 
Yancarla collect Brazil 
nuts from their forest.  
Communities account 
for more than 30% of 
Brazil nut production, 
all harvested from  
natural forests.
Photo by Kristen 
Evans

The people of Palma Real completed the geo-referenced map 
of their community forest in seven days.
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To help resolve the dilemma, CIFOR worked closely with the 
community. Using the CIFOR-developed method of Multidisciplinary 
Landscape Assessment (MLA), the researchers helped the community 
to record a range of important data. This included a GPS map of the 
forest and community, transects of vegetation, a survey of local views 
about their natural resources, inventories of natural resources and a 
household census.

Workshops were organized to leverage the experience of the com-
munity members. According to one of the CIFOR researchers, Kristen 
Evans, training the most knowledgeable community members helped 
other villagers improve their ability to identify vegetation and trees.

“Through the workshops we were able to rapidly collect data using 
local knowledge and teamwork”, Evans says. “The community mem-
bers trained each other how to use a GPS to record reference points for 
their map, and then they did all of the work themselves. They became 
the researchers. It was amazing how quickly we completed the map 
using this method.”

The villagers of Palma Real were ecstatic with the results. They used their new map to substantiate their claims and 
point out border discrepancies. They negotiated with the National Land Reform Institute to have missing territory added 
to their lands.

CIFOR also organized meetings for the community members of Palma Real and San Roque, another community 
where CIFOR implemented MLA, to present their work to municipal government officials and other community leaders. 
The meeting was followed up by a workshop where the leaders of Palma Real trained other community members how 
to use the techniques.

“Palma Real is now exporting technicians”, proclaimed one community member proudly.
By building the capacity of local villagers to manage their forests, CIFOR is helping many of Pando’s rural poor to find 

secure livelihoods through sustainable forest management. 
CIFOR’s MLA research in Pando, Bolivia, was supported by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. KE, GC
 

Local people’s perceptions of land-use 
in Vietnam 
Projects aiming to protect natural forests without considering the needs and priorities of the people depending on 
them are often doomed to failure. Knowing what matters to local people helps governments, decision-makers and 
development organizations tailor their management decisions on land use so that both forests and people benefit.

Jose Vaquero and 
Mario Mora of 
Palma Real take GIS 
coordinates along 
one of their Brazil nut 
paths. With assistance 
from CIFOR, they 
developed their 
GPS skills and then 
taught others in their 
community. 
Photo by Kristen Evans 

CIFOR has been collaborating with Tropenbos International 
Vietnam in Hue province to collect data about local 
people’s perspectives on land use. Thirty years after the 
war in Vietnam, evidence of the decades-long conflict is 
still evident in Hue’s landscape. Most of the natural forests 
around Hue are still recovering, with considerably more 
younger than older growth, possibly due to the chemicals 
used during the conflict. 

Some of Hue’s healthy forest is in the protected Phong 
Dien Nature Reserve. In an attempt to safeguard the reserve, 
the government has encouraged people living nearby to 
pursue agricultural rather than forestry livelihoods. Locals 
are banned from collecting timber in the reserve and are 
no longer allowed to pursue traditional shifting cultivation 
practices. 

As a consequence, the local people’s knowledge 
of the forest and its livelihood opportunities is rapidly 
disappearing. According to CIFOR biologist, Piia Koponen, 
local knowledge of how to use many plants and trees is 
decreasing.

“While assessing local knowledge during plot sam-
pling, we discovered that a lot of plants didn’t have any 
known use for the local people, and the remaining uses 
were mostly linked to cattle feeding,” Koponen says. 

Her sentiment is shared by CIFOR ethno-botanist 
Manuel Boissière, who says the local people seem to no 
longer have any deep affinity for the forest. 

“Besides their declining knowledge of the names and 
uses of plants, local people seem to have lost interest in 
forest issues. This is partly because they’re not allowed to 
use the forest and have no say in its management. Even 
potentially damaging issues like illegal logging raise little 
reaction from them,” Boissière says.

CIFOR and Tropenbos hope their findings will help 
government officials better understand the importance 
of allowing people to use the forest and be involved in its 
management.

The decreasing level of interest in the forest also 
coincides with increasing pressure from rubber and acacia 
plantations. The government allocates local people land for 

(continued on page 15)

The border points of Palma Real’s territory provided 
to the community by the INRA.  The community did 
not understand the map and so was unaware that 
there were errors. Photo by Kristen Evans 
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Edited by CIFOR’s Patricia Shanley and Gabriel Medina, 
"Frutiferas" details a wide range of uses for NTFPs (non-
timber forest products) for a broad range of audiences. It 
serves as a decision support tool for farmers and a training 
manual in multiple forestry use for foresters. At the same 
time, it is a reference work for university students and a 
nutritional reference for families. It also functions as a 
text book for primary school teachers while providing a 
sobering yet humorous affirmation of Amazonian culture 
for civil society. 

The books combination of simple language, clever 
illustrations and cartoons provides both urban and semi-
literate people with highly practical information about the 
use, trade and management of forest goods, including 
nutritious fruits and forest medicines.  

Church leaders, university chairs, government agency 
leaders, loggers and impoverished villagers lined up 
to secure copies at the Santarem launch. Local leaders 
stressed the manual’s practical qualities. According to a 
member of the farmers’ union, “this book has immediate 
relevance - giving us the information we need to better 
weigh the costs and benefits of logging.” The book was 
also strongly endorsed by Kevin Cleaver, the World Bank's 
Director of Agriculture and Rural Development, who said 
the book deserves "scaling up to other regions”.

Weeks later, the book was launched to a very different 
audience in Brasilia. Two hundred lively participants 
brought a breath of fresh air to the capital’s normally staid 
atmosphere. It was standing room only, with enthusiastic 
fans of  ‘Frutiferas’ waiting outside on the front lawn. 

One reason the book resonates with such a wide 
range of people is the way it weaves together a rich array 
of voices. Ninety scientists as well as farmers, women’s 
leaders and policy makers from throughout the country 
helped produce the reference work. With its synthesis of 
state of the art science on 20 widely used fruits, fibers, 
timber and medicinal species, the book  contains the hard-
to-find data needed to compare the trade-offs involved in 
deciding on the different uses of the Amazon rainforest.

The unique combination of rigorous science and 
traditional forest knowledge has generated widespread 
media interest. Television, radio and newspapers have 
emphasized two points: first, that 90 scientists made 
a concerted effort to ensure their results reach not only 
an elite scientific audience, but also forest people and 
civil society; second, that the book demonstrates how 
timber extraction and the production of fruit, fibers and 
high value medicinal oils are potentially compatible and 
depend on improved understanding of the trade-offs by 
both urban consumers and rural producers.  

In Santarem and Brasilia, the launches triggered lively 
discussions about Amazonian forests and found their 
ultimate expression when a choir of women performed a 
suite of traditional folksongs from the book. Their soulful 
lament reflected the passion that locals have for their 
forests, and the lifelong consequences they can suffer 
witnessing its destruction. 

The Brasilia launch was opened by Ms. Tatiana Sá, an 
Executive Director with the Brazilian Agricultural Research 
Corporation (EMBRAPA), who praised Shanley and Gabriel 

Brazil ‘NTFP book’ captures public's 
imagination
Last June, in the Amazonian city of Santarem, 30 senior World Bank representatives sat beside a score of village 
women who had traveled a day and night to attend a book-launch. While the audience displayed vast economic and 
social differences, they were united in their acclaim for Frutíferas e plantas úteis na vida Amazônica (Fruit Trees 
and Useful Plants in the Lives of Amazonians).

Patricia Shanley wins major award for the ‘fruit book' 
The pioneering work of CIFOR scientist Patricia Shanley has been recognized in a major award 
from the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). Patricia won the 

CGIAR’s Science Award for Outstanding Communications for co-editing with Gabriel Medina, 
the book Frutíferas e plantas úteis na vida Amazônica (Fruit Trees and Useful Plants in the Lives of Amazonians). 
The book is a joint publication from the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation (EMBRAPA), the Amazon 
Institute of People and the Environment (IMAZON) and CIFOR.

Director General of CIFOR, David Kaimowitz said he was extremely pleased Patricia won the award. “I am 
delighted to hear of Patricia’s success. It is not every scientist who writes books for the forest-dependent poor. 
But during her 14 years working in Amazonia, Patricia has consistently given relevant research back to rural 
communities. She has done so by challenging conventional means to communicate science". Ten countries 
across five continents have requested the ‘fruit book’. In Asia, Africa and Latin America, five spin-off publications 
have adapted the template to fit national contexts. In a recent speech, Brazil’s Minister of the Environment expressed her enthusiasm 
for Shanley’s work, saying: ‘If I had read this book earlier in my life, I would have become a researcher of non-timber forest products, not 
a politician.” 

Frutíferas e plantas úteis 
na vida Amazônica
represents a radical 
new approach to 
helping the rural poor 
improve their forest-
based livelihood.
Published by CIFOR 
and IMAZON
2005, 304 pages.
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Medina for the practical relevance of their work and highlighted the significance of CIFOR’s partnership with 
EMBRAPA. Guests at the launch included the directors and senior representatives from some of CIFOR’s key 
partners in Brazil and Latin America: the World Bank, USAID, Embassy of Germany, Brazil’s Health Ministry, 
Brazil’s Environment Ministry, International institute of Education - Brazil (IEB), Amazonian Institute of 
Environmental Research (IPAM), Brazilian Environmental Protection Agency (IBAMA); Institute for Forest and 
Agricultural Handling and Certification (IMAFLORA), Nature Conservancy, Socioenvironmental Education 
Agency and Italian Cooperation-EMBRAPA. 

In addition to Patricia Shanley and Gabriel Medina, CIFOR was represented and assisted at the launch 
by Flávio Contente, Trilby MacDonald, Renata Zampollo, and Álvaro Luna. CIFOR is very grateful for the 
professional assistance provided by Ida Pietricovsky, Secretary of Communication of MMA.

Donors
The book was written with generous support from the Overbrook Foundation, IDRC, the European Union 
and the Government of the state of Acre, with printing sponsored by GTZ. Over a decade of research 
represented in the book was supported by USAID, The Educational Foundation of America, the International 
Center for Research on Women, IUCN-Netherlands, The Woods Hole Research Center and the Earth Love 
Fund.
  
How to get a copy
The Portuguese version of the book is available by writing to t.macdonald@cgiar.org. Translations may 
become available in English, Spanish, French and Arabic. PS, GS, TM, RZ

Brazil’s Minister of the Environment, 
Marina Silva is a strong supporter 
of the Frutiferas book. In the book's 
preface she writes: " This book is an 
extraordinary poem to Amazonia…
providing information which is 
fundamental to realizing the dream 
of socially and environmentally just 
development".

Shanley and Medina's book can help poor rural farmers weigh-up the costs 
and benefits of selling or retaining their forests.  Photo by  Chris Barr

Examples from the book: 
Communicating Science to a Broad Public

Calculating Forest Value 

Comparing the value of fruit and wood

Calculating the value of fruit in 1 hectare
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In his opening remarks, Ichiro Nagame, Director of the 
Forestry Agency of Japan’s International Cooperation 
Office, used a railway metaphor to illustrate AFP’s work. 
He described AFP as a platform from where everyone 
can move towards combating illegal logging, managing 
forest fires, and rehabilitating deforested land.  “We are 
now observing various project trains passing or stopping 
at the platform in terms of their effectiveness, efficiencies 
and contribution towards the goal of sustainable forest 
management,” Nagame said.

The two-day meeting addressed a range of issues with 
day one focusing on organizational issues, particularly the 
Secretariat. It was decided to rename the AFP Information 
Sharing Secretariat as the AFP Secretariat. A Steering 
Committee was also established to take over the leadership 
role, which was previously the task of AFP's founders: the 
Japanese and Indonesian governments, CIFOR and The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC). The Steering Committee will 
comprise a focal point nominated by each interested 
partner and the Coordinator of the Secretariat.  

The second day’s forum was co-chaired by Koes 
Saparjadi, Director General of Forest Protection and Nature 
Conservation at the Indonesian ministry, and Mutsuyoshi 
Nishimura, Ambassador of Global Environment, Japan's 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Day two was open to both AFP 
partners and non-partners and attracted representatives 
from 23 countries. In addition to the Asian countries 
represented, participants came from Australia, New 
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, UK, USA, Canada, Netherlands, 
Finland and Russia.

AFP’s increasing significance in promoting sustainable 
forest management was evidenced by the presence of a 
broad range of forestry stakeholders, including government 
agencies, NGOs, universities and research institutions. 
However, some observers felt the forestry industry is still 
under-represented in AFP.

In his keynote speech, Mahendra Joshi from the UNFF 
said AFP is clearly committed to promoting sustainable 
forest management. He said UNFF would like to learn 
from AFP’s experience, which could be scaled up to other 

regions.
Illegal logging received considerable attention during 

the day’s discussion. Concern was raised that China’s 
rapidly increasing demand for timber imports has led large 
private companies in China to accept timber of unknown 
origin from Indonesia and Russia. 

In response, Zhongtian Zhang of the People's Republic 
of China's State Forestry Administration, said this timber 
arrives in China with authentic papers. Any concerns about 
the legality of China’s timber imports would be more 
appropriately addressed by the exporting countries.

Bambang Murdiono from Indonesia’s Ministry of For-
estry said illegal logging contributed significantly to the 
country’s deforestation and caused annual tax revenue 
losses of around $3 billion. He said the government had 
banned log exports, put forest guards in place and was 
seeking cooperation at the bilateral and multilateral levels.  

Valentinus Ardi from Indonesian NGO, TELAPAK, 
said illegal logging was a major factor in the annual 
loss of 3.3 million hectares of forest. He said solving the 
problem requires a commitment from both suppliers and 
consumers, because illegal logging is driven by supply and 
demand factors.

Takeshi  Toma from Japan’s Forestry and Forest Products 
Research Institute drew attention to the possible use of 
an international legal standard to fight illegal logging. 
“Having a standard to evaluate the legal requirements 
in different countries and different schemes might help 
in assuring that logging is conducted legally,” Toma said. 
TNC’s representative,  David Cassells, said TNC and it's 
partners have been working for the development of a legal 
standard such as this.

Anatoly Lebedev from Russia raised the problem of 
illegal cross-border logging activities between Russia and 
China. He also noted that despite the implementation of 
Russia’s decentralization policy, forestry corruption was 
increasing. These issues could provide useful input to a 
regional workshop on decentralization to be hosted by the 
Government of Indonesia and organized by CIFOR in mid-
2006.

Asia Forest Partnership meeting 
attracts big audience
The Asia Forest Partnership (AFP) confirmed its commitment to sustainable forest management in Asia at its 5th 
annual meeting in Yokohama, Japan, November 2005. More than 20 countries were represented at the meeting 
hosted by the Government of Japan.

The 2005 Asia 
Forest Partnership 

5th meeting in 
Yokohama attracted 

representatives 
from more than 20 

countries.
Photo by AFP 

Secretariat
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Regional coordinator for CIFOR Central 
Africa
CIFOR has appointed a coordinator for CIFOR’s Central Africa office in Yaounde, Cameroon. The newly created 
position will be filled by Cyrie Sendashonga, who will commence her new role in February 2006. CIFOR also has 
Regional Coordinators overseeing CIFOR’s operations in South/East Africa and West Africa. 

Cyrie is CIFOR’s first female Regional Coordinator and 
arrives at CIFOR with a distinguished background in aid and 
development management and environmental research. 
Cyrie holds a PhD in biology from the Free University 
of Brussels and has worked for the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) for the past 13 years. Commencing 
with UNEP in Nairobi, Cyrie moved to Montreal in 1999 
where she led UNEP’s Biosafety Program in the Secretariat 
of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

Cyrie says she thoroughly enjoys the challenge and 
rewards of her work at UNEP, but feels ready for a change. 
“I was ready for new excitement and challenges, as well as 
a change of work environment,” Cyrie said. Originally from 
Rwanda, Cyrie is keen to return to Africa and contribute to 
the continent’s development. 

“I hope to leverage the experience I have gained at 
the international level to contribute to the agenda for 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals on the 
continent,” Cyrie said. 

She says strengthening the Cameroon office’s regional 
activities will be one of the first items on her agenda when 
she takes up the position. 

“I will try to make the office in Cameroon work more as 
a regional office. CIFOR is doing great work in Cameroon 
and it has so much expertise to offer its neighbouring 
countries. For example, the Congo Basin of Central Africa 
is an ecosystem of crucial importance and hopefully CIFOR 
can play a key role in helping to improve its management 
in a way that benefits all the countries in the region,” Cyrie 
said. 

Cyrie will be CIFOR’s first full-time Regional Coordinator 
in Cameroon, a position that was carried out by Ousseynou 
Ndoye in addition to his research role. Ousseynou will now 
fully concentrate on his research portfolio in Africa and  
says he looks forward to working closely with Cyrie and 
having the opportunity to once again pursue his passion, 
forest research. JR

The forum agreed illegal logging and forest fires have 
a regional impact and need the kind of regional response 
that AFP offers. To work effectively the partnership 
needs to enhance the exchange of information on what 
is happening where, and to what scale. This can be done 
by putting information on the AFP website, publishing 

authentic data from partners, and participating in the 
regular AFP meetings. YS, PG, TT, GRD

For more information about AFP visit:  www. asiaforests. 
org. To receive regular updates about AFP’s activities email  
afp@cgiar.org   

CIFOR participated in an educational poster session con-
ducted as part of the 3rd  World Environmental Education 
Congress in Torino, Italy, October 2005.  The theme was 
“Education Paths towards Sustainability” and around 
1,300 people attended from over 100 countries.  Issues 
considered were the ways in which education, training, 
information and environmental research help develop 
an equitable, democratic society.  Also discussed 
was how to share best practices and disseminate the 
achievements of environmental education.

The Congress was one in a series held during the 
UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 
(2005-2014).  It aimed to challenge universities, research 
institutions and other NGOs to approach research 
and teaching in new ways and to look more closely at 
social and cultural contexts when dealing with poverty, 
social exclusion and environmental and resource 

degradation.  
CIFOR delegates spoke about the role CIFOR plays 

in advancing environmental learning and education 
through: using research findings for knowledge sharing 
among academia, building the research capacity of 
universities through collaborative research projects,  
enhancing academic networks, and providing feedback 
on teaching and curriculums.  Educational materials 
such as posters, policy briefs and brochures were used 
to support the presentation.

Hosts and sponsors included: UNEP, UNESCO, UNU 
(United Nations University of Tokyo), UNECE (United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe), Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, IUCN, FAO, European Training 
Foundation (ETF), European Environmental Agency, 
Government of Italy and other local institutions. HK

CIFOR at 3rd World Environmental Education Congress 
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2005 Annual Meeting – 
A new way of doing things 
Traditional annual meetings seldom get the pulse racing. They tend to be predictable affairs, with their large plenary 
sessions and rigid agendas. But this year, things were different at CIFOR. “This is the first time we’ve tried something 
like this,” explained David Kaimowitz, CIFOR’s Director General in his welcoming speech to over 100 people who had 
gathered at the headquarters in Bogor, Indonesia. This week the rhetoric of institutional democracy was to become a 
reality. “We are going to give you space and opportunity to talk about the things that really concern you, that worry 
you, that excite you,” explained Kaimowitz. 

The objectives of the 2005 five-day annual meeting 
– Working Together to Make a Difference – were to 
improve the shared understanding about CIFOR’s future 
development, provide a range of forums for discussion 
and interaction, increase understanding of CIFOR’s global 
programmes and regional strategies and, of course, 
mix together and have fun. All of this was achieved by a 
radical new knowledge-sharing approach, already piloted 
at several other Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) centers and supported by 
the CGIAR Knowledge Sharing Project. 

A survey conducted at the end of the meeting 
confirmed that the vast majority of participants welcomed 
this new approach. It was widely considered more 
enjoyable than the standard annual meeting, and some 
of the new methodologies were seen as being particularly 
useful. For example, over 85 per cent of participants said 

they would like to use the ‘Open Space’ approach again.
Open Space allows individuals to choose a topic and 

invite anybody interested to join a discussion and debate. 
During a period of 10 minutes on the second morning of 
the meeting, 27 people came up with 29 separate topics, 
ranging from the managerial to the scientific, from the 
broad and philosophical to the very specific. During the 
next day and a half, participants had the opportunity to 
attend six different Open Space sessions. Some – such as 
the discussion on democracy in CIFOR – attracted almost 
50 people. These discussions encouraged high levels of 
participation and enabled CIFOR staff to air their views, 
discuss issues of concern and debate the future direction 
of the organisation. 

Other knowledge-sharing approaches were also used. 
The first day was devoted to a Knowledge Fair, comprising 
workshops, presentations, poster displays and videos 
related to CIFOR’s research. The fourth day was partly 
devoted to a process known as Peer Assist, which brought 
together small groups of individuals to share their 
experiences, insights and knowledge to help one person 
solve a specific problem that he or she was grappling with. 
CIFOR scientists, in particular, felt this was an interesting 
way of approaching scientific problems. The final day was 
devoted to conventional programme meetings.

The participants suggested there were some 
limitations to the new approach. For example, some felt  
there was a lack of opportunity for cross-programmatic 
communication and planning, and there were doubts 
about whether there would be sufficient follow-up to some 
of the topics raised. However, the positive features of the 
week far outweighed the negative. In particular, CIFOR staff 
said they appreciated the lively, engaging and democratic 
atmosphere and the feeling of togetherness, engendered 
by the active involvement of both administrative and 
scientific staff. In terms of pure enjoyment, the meeting 
was a resounding success, and concluded with Fiesta 
Friday, a brilliant dinner dance with a Latin-American 
theme, held in the CIFOR sports hall, which had been 
wonderfully transformed for the occasion.

“The annual meeting exceeded all my expectations in 
terms of creating a renewed sense of excitement about 
CIFOR and the work we do,” says Michael Hailu, CIFOR’s 
contact person for the CGIAR Knowledge Sharing Project. 
“It was great to see staff at all levels generating ideas in 
Open Space, helping their colleagues solve problems and 
talking and laughing together during coffee breaks.” CPS

CIFOR Annual Meeting scores top results 
Using new methods is almost always a venture into the unknown. 
Particularly when the methods deal with communications between 
staff and management and embrace a range of potentially sensitive 
issues. That’s why the CGIAR Knowledge Sharing team conducted 
a comprehensive survey of all participants. The survey addressed 
a number of issues, including people’s general reactions, whether 
objectives were achieved, the strengths and weaknesses of the new 
approaches, suggestions for improvement and a comparison with 
previous CIFOR Annual Meetings.

The survey’s results clearly show people’s enthusiasm and support 
for the new methods as well as providing some suggestions for the 
future. Key findings:

• Participants’ overall impression of the design and 
implementation was very positive, rating 4.1 (5 = excellent).

• Participants felt most of the week’s objectives were 
achieved.

• A high level of support for the lively and democratic approach 
to discussion and the active involvement of all staff. 

• The methods most appreciated were the EPMR chat show 
(4.5), First day of the Open Space (4.4), program meetings 
(4.3) and pre-meeting information (4.2).

• The areas that could be improved included: cross-program 
and regional communications, follow-up procedures for 
topics discussed, in-depth discussion about scientific issues 
(versus management and administrative issues), and greater 
understanding of CIFOR’s future direction, vision and values. 
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CIFOR currently hosts eight Junior Professional Officers 
(JPO) from the Netherlands, Italy, Finland, Sweden, and one 
Australian Youth Ambassador for Development (AYAD).  
These programs allow young professionals to share and 
build their skills, contribute to development, and create 
the personal links that are so important to good relations 
between countries.

Young Australian professional, Alison Ford, is working 
with CIFOR’s Information Services Group, assisting with 
international media liaison, strategy and publications such 
as CIFOR News.  Every year the Australian government 
sends hundreds of young people to various countries in 
the Asia Pacific region. As Alison explains, “this gives me 
the chance to share my professional experience while 
strengthening the link between CIFOR and an important 
donor, the Australian government." Alison especially enjoys 
working alongside local staff.  “Aside from being incredibly 
welcoming, everyone is so professional and ready to teach 
me,” she says.  “ It’s exciting to be working with Indonesians 
dedicated to improving the country’s forestry, and I hope 

my small contribution helps in their efforts,” she says.
Like Alison, Dutch JPO Marieke Sandker, is excited 

about her placement.  “I really value this chance to 
work with CIFOR.  The organization has a pleasant and 
stimulating working environment,” she says, “and I really 
believe in its mission of reducing poverty through sensible 
forest practices.’

Marieke will be based at the Central Africa regional 
office in Yaounde, Cameroon, where she will work for three 
years with the Forest and Livelihoods program.

“I will be working in partnership with the World Wildlife 
Fund , merging conservation and livelihood development,” 
Marieke says.  “This is a really important issue right now so I 
feel my research will have an impact.”  Marieke believes the 
JPO program is a good opportunity to forge links between 
people of different nationalities.  “I look forward to sharing 
my skills as well as learning from my counterparts.”

What better way to strengthen ties with developing 
countries than by sharing the most precious resource of 
all – people. AF

Resources of a different kind 

The past ten years have seen ever-growing and ever-strengthening collaboration between the World Agroforestry 
Centre (ICRAF) and CIFOR. This partnership seems certain to increase and strengthen in future years and ensure 
greater geographic and programmatic research impact. This will benefit not just the two centers but, more 
importantly, other agencies, national institutions and stakeholders. 

These are just some of the conclusions drawn from a recently completed study by an ICRAF-CIFOR Task Force 
looking at collaboration between the two centers. The report provides an in-depth analysis of each center’s 
opportunities and challenges. The findings reveal an advanced level of achievement for what has been a very 
young alliance when compared with collaborative actions undertaken by other CGIAR centers. 

The task force found that ICRAF and CIFOR have been effectively collaborating for ten years and have pioneered 
several key alliance initiatives, such as shared Board appointments. The two centers are also working on closer 
coordination in their various outreach and communication activities.

Some of the strategic areas underpinning ICRAF and CIFOR’s research partnership include:
• Sharing resources   • Joint projects
• Sharing information    • Joint staff appointments
Such alliances help each center strengthen their own activities, while helping each to overcome common 

challenges. The centers have successfully worked together on over 20 projects, such as Alternatives to Slash and 
Burn Programmes (ASB) and Underlying Causes of Forest Fires. 

ICRAF and CIFOR have produced 25 co-publications and worked closely together in disseminating information 
such as policy briefs on issues dealing with fire and the Clean Development Mechanism. The collaboration has 
also yielded about ten co-funded, ongoing projects, such as Congo Livelihood Improvement and Food Security 
(CLIFS), CAPRi, Biodiversity Matrix Matters, Landscape Management for Improved Livelihoods in Guinea, and a 
joint community forestry initiative in Liberia. The report also includes evidence of indirect impact following joint 
training exercises, workshops, and seminars. This is particularly true in Indonesia, where ICRAF’s Regional South-
East Asia office is co-located with CIFOR Headquarters. PB

CIFOR-ICRAF: Partners in progress

CIFOR is supported by many governments around the world.  This support is not always in the form of donor dollars.  
Often it comes in the form of people.  A number of governments assist young professionals to work with CIFOR, other 
research centers and NGOs in developing countries.
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Cameroon Tribune: A CIFOR training 
workshop has provided communities 
living in the Ottotomo Forest Reserve 
with advice on how to sustainable 

manage non-timber forest products (NTFPs). The Reserve’s 
steadily growing population is now placing extra pressure 
on the forest. CIFOR and local partners are researching 
alternative livelihood activities to reduce this pressure. 
Currently local activities are focused on cassava and oil 
palm. CIFOR research indicates the Reserve may have the 
potential to  support other activities, such as sustainable 
management and marketing of bush mango.

Cameroon Tribune: Cameroon's uptake of model forest 
management practices in Cameroon to reduce poverty has 
been enhanced following the first of a series of workshops 
carried out earlier this year by CIFOR, the International 
Model Forest Network and the Ministry of Forestry 
and Wildlife. Participants agreed on the importance of 
using participatory approaches in developing a model 
for Cameroon’s Campo-Ma’an model forest that would 
encourage the involvement of Bagyell pygmies in 
sustainable forest management practices. The workshops 
identified different stakeholders and their views regarding 
the forest, agreed on the forests most important functions 
and established which stakeholders these functions were 
most relevant to.

Jakarta Post: The Head of
Indonesian Government’s
anti-money laundering agency, Yunus Hussein of the 
Financial Intelligence Unit (PPATK), said 70 percent of 
Indonesia’s forestry exports come from illegal logging. 
Quoting CIFOR data, Hussein said illegal logging accounts 
for 60-80 percent of the 60-70 million m3 of domestic 
timber consumption. Of nearly 3,000 reports of suspicious 
transactions, 28 involved illegal logging. Hussein said 10 of 
these involved government, police and military officials. 

Washington Post, 
Jakarta Post, Kompas: 
A huge oil palm 
plantation development 
in Borneo along Indonesia’s border with Malaysia has 
prompted concerns from a range of forest and environment 
organizations. Recent media stories have highlighted 
concerns about the potential damage the project could 
inflict on one of the world’s largest areas of intact rainforest. 
The 5 million hectare project (an area larger than Holland) 
is home to a rich diversity of flora and fauna, including the 
endangered orangutan. The forests also provide livelihoods 
for many local communities who have lived in the forests 
for hundreds of years. According to the Washington Post, 
Indonesian officials say the project will generate 500,000 
jobs and 10 million tonnes of crude oil per year, valued at 
US$4.6 billion. The article quotes Ministry of Forestry data 

suggesting five to seven millions  hectares of forests have 
been cleared of for plantations that never materialized. 
A 2004 article in Indonesia’s major daily, Kompas, says 
fictitious plantations in East Kalimantan have caused state 
losses of at least Rp. 3.5 trillion. The Jakarta Post quoted a 
CIFOR study that found 200 sites in east Kalimantan are 
unsuitable for palm oil cultivation.

O Liberal (Brazil): 
Representatives from European
Union recently visited 
Outeiro island’s Forest-School, near Belém to evaluate 
environmental education initiatives developed by local 
groups, technical college students and children. The 
team also assessed a series of workshops run by CIFOR, 
which receives financial assistance from the European 
Union. Assessing the workshops also included looking 
at the workshop‘s use of CIFOR’s new manual “Fruit 
Trees and Useful Plants in the Lives of Amazonians”.  This 
new publication by Patricia Shanley and Gabriel Medina 
combines the work of 90 researchers into the Amazon’s flora 
and medicinal plants. CIFOR aims to do more workshops 
on other islands in the Belém area, including some with the 
Municipal Department of Education.

Channel Globo (Brazil): Brazil's most
watched midday TV news program 
recently broadcast a five minutes bulletin 
about an innovative new publication 
from CIFOR scientists, Patricia Shanley 
and Gabriel Medina.  The news story about “Fruit Trees 
and Useful Plants in the Lives of Amazonians”  featured a 
range of forest products covered in the book, including, 
forest candies, jellies, soap, candles and therapeutic oils.   
The  book combines modern science, traditional forest 
knowledge and Amazonian folklore in a format suitable for 
semi-literate readers who can use it to better manage the 
vast and diverse range of Amazonian forests products. 

Pagina 20 (Brazil): 
A workshop titled
“Decentralization of 
Environmental Public Politics” attracted representatives 
from Acre Valley municipal councils, state departments, 
civil society, and CIFOR. German donor agency, GTZ, 
and partner organizations are preparing a report of the 
workshop for distribution to public administrators, the 
State Council of Environment, and Acre’s Inhabitants 
Association. The workshop succeeded in drawing 
the attention of  local councils to an  environmental 
management approach more suitable for the Amazon. 
According to CIFOR consultant, Fabiano Toni, involving 
public administrators requires making them aware of the 
benefits that come from enhancing the management of 
environmental issues. 

News briefs 
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Welcome to:
Claudio Forner joins CIFOR as Tropical Forests 
and Climate Change Adaptation (TroFCCA) 
Project Manager.  He has worked with the 
UNFCCC Secretariat and has a Masters degrees 
in Environmental Management & Development 

from ANU  and a Master degrees in Environmental 
Management & Administration from Instituto de 
Investigaciones Ecológicas, Spain.

Terence C.H. Sunderland has started work in 
Bogor as a Forests and Livelihoods Scientist.   
He has previously worked with the Wildlife 
Conservation Society and has consulted for 
GTZ, CIFOR and the Smithsonian Institute.  
Terry holds a PhD from University College, London.

Cyriaque Nikuze Sendashonga is the new 
Regional Coordinator for Central Africa, based 
in Yaounde, Cameroon. Having trained as a 
biologist, Cyrie has been working with the 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP). She has also worked with UNEP 
Kenya and holds a PhD in Zoological Sciences from Free 
University of Brussels, Belgium.

Johnson Nkem has started at the Burkina Faso 
office as a TroFCCA Project Coordinator.  He  has 
worked with Colorado State University, USA, 
the University of New England in Australia, 
and the Agroforestry International Institute 
of Tropical Agriculture, Cameroon.  Johnson’s PhD is in 
Ecosystem Management from University of New England.

Heru Santoso is now a Project Coordinator 
for TroFCCA in Bogor.  Heru has been working 
with the Research Centre for Geotechnology, 
Indonesian Institute of Sciences, and obtained 
his PhD from the International Global Change 

Institute, New Zealand.  

Monica Idinoba joins CIFOR’s Burkina Faso 
office as a TroFCCA Scientist.  Monica has 
worked with the Rubber Research Institute 
of Nigeria, the International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture, and the West Africa Rice 
Development Association. Her PhD is in Climatology and 
Agroecological studies from University of Ibadan, Nigeria.

Staff Update

(continued on next page)

plantations to assist them with livelihood needs. But to rely 
solely on plantations is like putting all the local villagers’ 
eggs in one basket. A sudden drop in rubber prices could 
impact severely on local people’s welfare. And because 
they have lost much of their traditional knowledge of the 
forest and its plants, and don't have legal permission to use 
the forest, they will be extremely hampered in collecting 
forest products to supplement their livelihoods. 

In their efforts to better understand local perceptions 
of the landscape, CIFOR organized a series of group 
discussions in the village of Khe Tran. According to CIFOR’s 
Imam Basuki, the session proved very popular with local 
villagers.

“The people showed great interest in taking part in 
the management of the conservation area. They made it 
very clear they’d like to use the reserve to collect timber 
for their own use, so that they don’t have to buy wood for 
their furniture. They also expressed interest in working as 
guards with the reserve’s protection unit,” Basuki says.

The project’s research data will be shared with the local 
people so they are better equipped in their negotiations 
over land-use. The key findings will also be shared with 
decision makers to encourage them to take into account 
local perceptions regarding land use and to foster greater 
local participation in land planning issues that affect their 
livelihoods. JR, MB

Local people’s perceptions ...
(continued from page 7)

The project, “Stakeholders and biodiversity at the local level", is funded 
by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. CIFOR’s 
Multidisciplinary Landscape Assessment (MLA) approach was used 
extensively during the research. MLA gives forest researchers a set of 
methods and tools to collect and collate local views on landscape use. 
Using MLA, researchers can choose from a variety of activities such as site 
history interviews, soil and vegetation assessment, community meetings, 
participatory landscape mapping,  interviews and questionnaires.

Villagers in Khe Tran work together to develop a map of  their local natural 
resource. Photo by Imam Basuki
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Christiane Ehringhaus has joined CIFOR as a Forests and 
Livelihoods Scientist, based in the Belém office, Brazil.  Her  
appointment is supported by Centrum für Internationale 
Migration und Entwicklung (CIM) Germany.  Christiane has 

worked in Brazil previously, has  taught with Yale School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies and has a PhD from Yale, USA.

Mathurin Zida began with CIFOR in June 2005 as a Research 
Fellow. Based in Burkina Faso, he works on the Forests 
and Livelihoods’ Dry Forest project.  His Masters Degree in 
Environmental Impact Assessment and Project Management 
is from the Angers 'Ecole Supérieure d’Agriculture', France.

Ganga Ram Dahal joined the Forests and Governance 
Programme as a Post Doctorate Fellow in September 2005.  
He earned his doctorate from the University of Reading, UK 
with a dissertation about Forest Governance and Institutional 
Structure in the Context of Devolution. Dahal has worked on 

natural resource management projects with bilateral and international 
organizations, particularly in Nepal.

Jean-Laurent Pfund joins CIFOR in January 2006 as 
Scientist in the Environmental Services and Sustainable Use 
of Forests Programme. Jean-Laurent is seconded to CIFOR 
from Intercooperation (Bern, Switzerland), where he was a 
Programme Officer on the Forest-Environment Team and 
oversaw the Biodiversity Project in Africa. He obtained a PhD in Natural 
Resources Management from the Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), 
Zurich.

Mireille Karambiri-Hein, joins CIFOR as a secretary at 
the Burkina Faso office. Mireille has worked as a Bilingual 
Executive Secretary at Diamond Cement, Burkina, and as 
Bilingual Executive Assistant at West Africa Network for 

Peacebuilding (WANEP) Accra. She has also taught English in Lycée 
Privé Newton. Mireille has Bachelor’s Degree in Applied Linguistics 
at the University of Ouagadougou and Diploma in Bilingual Executive 
Assistance at the International Center for Professional Studies, Accra.

Moving on:
Koen Kusters has finished his three-year assignment as a Dutch 
funded Associate Expert. Koen was a Research Fellow with Forests 
and Livelihoods and returns to the Netherlands to start his PhD at the 
University of Amsterdam.

Dany Kurniawan, resigned in December 2005 after almost two years 
as a Research Assistant with CIFOR’s Forests and Livelihoods Programme. 
Dani has joined the Bank of Indonesia. 

We would like to thank both Koen and Dany for their contributions to 
CIFOR and wish them every success.
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