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Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
 I am very pleased that CIFOR and its co-organizers have once again  initiated “Forest 
Day 2” - this time together with our Polish Government hosts. 
 

The event has provided another opportunity to continue with the crucial discussions 
on forests and climate change issues that started at Forest Day in Bali last year. 

 
For policy-makers to make informed decisions, their decisions need to be guided by 

those who are carrying out research and development and doing on-the-ground work forest 
projects.  

 
I am glad to learn that some of the topics discussed here today such as methodologies, 

sustainable forest management, socio-economic and biodiversity impacts, co-benefits, forest 
law enforcement and financing options are helping to build the knowledge base that needs to 
be shared with countries to support the implementation of the decision agreed in Bali. 

 
As you well know the COP in Bali adopted a decision on “Reducing emissions from 

deforestation in developing countries” – a decision which called for methodological work by 
Parties and relevant stakeholders.  

 
Since then, numerous new work streams and projects, particularly in relation to 

technical and institutional capacity building and demonstration activities, have got underway 
and methodological work is moving ahead. 

 
Ongoing work on REDD is linked to the discussions towards Copenhagen in a critical 

way.  
  
This work will pave the way to assist developing countries to implement a 

Copenhagen agreed outcome on reducing emissions from deforestation. 
 
This scientific work is of great importance in the discussions on the policy incentives 

and measures that a Copenhagen deal might include. 
 
In Bali, developing countries agreed to undertake mitigation action over and above 

what they are already doing, provided they get measurable, reportable and verifiable support. 
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For a successful deal at Copenhagen, it will be critical that REDD is in the context of 
MRV next year. 

 
Copenhagen 2009 needs to be a strong and ambitious policy framework that sets a 

clear overall direction for future global climate change action  
 
It needs to ring in a global green revolution and provide clear direction for protecting 

the world’s forests. 
 
Here in Poznan, the SBSTA has continued to work on addressing several outstanding 

methodological issues and will report to the COP on the outcomes of its work.  
 
It is already clear that REDD needs to focus more strongly not only on deforestation 

but on forest degradation which releases large amounts of carbon 
 
It is also necessary that indigenous peoples whose livelihoods often depend on forests 

are considered. 
 
The Copenhagen agreed outcome can potentially be shaped by the input of all 

stakeholders.  
 
I take this opportunity to thank you for the important work that you do on and for 

forests, to ensure the survival and sustainability of these vital ecosystems for mitigating 
climate change and adapting to the impacts of climate change. 

 
Protecting forests means fighting for the very survival of humanity. 

 
- - - - -  

 


