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The Center for International 
Forestry Research is a nonprofit, 
global organisation dedicated 
to advancing human wellbeing, 
environmental conservation and 
equity. We conduct research 
that enables informed decision 
making about the use and 
management of forests in less-
developed countries.

Who we are

We help policy makers 
and practitioners shape 
effective policy, improve 
the management of 
tropical forests and 
address the needs and 
aspirations of people 
who depend on forests 
for their livelihoods.

The Amazon Rainforest



Our multidisciplinary approach considers the underlying 
drivers of deforestation and degradation which often lie 
outside the forestry sector: forces such as agriculture, 
infrastructure development, trade and investment 
policies, and forest governance.

Our work responds to a call for an urgent, strong and 
sustained effort focused on forest management and 
governance, recognizing the crucial role of forests in 
confronting some of the most important challenges of 
our time: climate change, poverty, and food security.

CIFOR was founded in 1993 after the Earth Summit in 
Rio de Janeiro. 2013 is our 20th anniversary.

CIFOR has more than 200 staff from 30  
countries and another 150 associates, PhD 
students, interns and consultants. Our 2013 
budget is $46 million, double from 2008.



Why forests matter
Sustainable landscapes depend on forests 

Livelihoods of 
the poor and 
vulnerable

Green growth Agriculture

Forests provide 
almost a quarter of 
household earnings 
for people living in 
or near forests and 
renewable energy 
for 2 billion people.

Forests are 
essential for green 
growth, including 
for timber and non-
wood products, 
energy, trade, 
and revenues for 
governments.

Forests contribute 
to food production 
by protecting water 
supplies, pollinators, 
genetic resources 
and soils.



Food security 
and nutrition

Biodiversity Climate change

Forests provide 
food and nutritional 
diversity, as well as 
ecosystem services.

80% of the 
Earth’s terrestrial 
biodiversity is found 
in forests.

2.4 billion tonnes of 
CO2 are absorbed 
by forests annually.

1.6 billion
people depend on forest resources for their everyday lives



20years of research for impact
Since its founding in 1993, CIFOR has consistently produced timely, high-quality 
research results relevant to the most pressing challenges of tropical forest 
management. These have played a catalytic role in informing and guiding forestry 
policy and practice.

Shaping the climate 
change agenda
Impact: Helping shape decisions and 
policies at global and national scales 
to reduce emissions and improve 
adaptation to climate change.



Defining forestry for livelihoods 
and food security
Impact: Improving livelihoods and nutrition 
for forest-dependent people.

Capacity building & 
knowledge sharing
Impact: Forestry professionals 
leading change. Better informed 
policy-makers making better 
decisions.

Impacts of land use change
Impact: Anti-corruption findings are 
contributing to institutional and 
legal reforms to improve forest 
governance.

Governance – Livelihoods – Environment



Gender
Impact: Raising the voice of women 
in the forest sector and developing 
gender-appropriate research methods.



Designing environmental services schemes 
Impact: Results applied in local and national Payment for 
Environmental Services (PES) policies and programs, such 
as those in South Africa, Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia. 

Improved forest management
Impact: Improving certification, adoption of biodiversity-
friendly logging guidelines, increasing managed forests in the 
Congo Basin (from 0 ha in 1995 to 30 million ha in 2011).



Photos by Jan van der Ploeg, Jeff Walker, Ollivier Girard, Tim Cronin (CIFOR) 
and Neil Palmer (CIAT)

Looking forward

Evidence-based policies
Sustainable landscapes
Forests are an integral part of the landscape and essential for 
livelihoods as well as long-term resilience and productivity of 
food systems. We must bridge institutional boundaries and find 
integrated solutions.

Green growth
Policies for a green economy should generate sustainable 
forest products and services, ensure good governance of 
natural resources, and reduce poverty.



How can forests and forestry contribute 
to improving the livelihoods of the 
world’s poorest people? 

Forests supporting sustainable, equitable 
and effective provision of food and 
medicines.

Forests and forestry are essential for 
climate change mitigation and adaption. 

Effective integration of conservation and 
development.

For renewable materials and energy.

Poverty

Climate change

Biodiversity

Production forestry

Food security, 
nutrition and health

Research expectations

The Congo Basin, Cameroon



Center for International Forestry Research
CIFOR is a member of the CGIAR Consortium and leads the CGIAR Research Program on Forests, Trees and Agroforestry. 
CIFOR contributes to all four of the CGIAR’s goals: reducing rural poverty, increasing food security, improving human health 
and nutrition, and ensuring more sustainable management of natural resources.

Peru Brazil

Burkina Faso
Ethiopia

Cameroon

cifor.org   |   blog.cifor.org   |   cifor@cgiar.org 

8 regional & project offices and research 
sites in more than 30 countries

Kenya

Vietnam

IndonesiaZambia

Where we work
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