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Mr. Chairman, 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, 

Dear colleagues, 

 

On behalf of the 14 members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), I am grateful 

for the opportunity to address you at the opening of the 9
th

 session of UNFF.   

 

This session is undoubtedly a milestone for the international arrangement on forests, 

launching a year-long celebration during the International Year of Forests (Forests 2011) and 

responding to key developments in the broader international dialogue. In addition, the forest 

community comes together to take stock of the progress made in implementing the non-

legally binding instrument on all types of forests (Forest Instrument) and achieving the four 

global objectives on forests. UNFF8, together with the special session of UNFF9, gave a 

major boost to the implementation of the Forest Instrument, and provided substantial 

contributions to negotiations addressing forests in a changing environment. The decisions and 

requests of UNFF in its Resolution 8/1 have reached its target in many areas, including on 

biodiversity, climate change and desertification. While these have opened new opportunities 

for cooperation, they have also posed new challenges. Guidance from UNFF8 has set the bar 

high for the work of CPF, while a mix of developments in forest-related arenas, to name a 

few, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, the REDD+ agreement at the recent COP in Cancún, 

including a very successful Forest Day 4, and the growing recognition of the importance and 

potential of dryland ecosystems have elicited additional expectations. We’ll be proud to report 

to you on our activities and achievements under Agenda Item 11 tomorrow afternoon. Let me 

take this opportunity however, to commend fellow CPF members for their commitment and 

cooperation, and recognize also the major contribution of my predecessor, Mr. Jan Heino 

when he served as CPF chair, to these achievements. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

While recent developments are helping forests to get much needed recognition for their role in 

environmental sustainability, similar progress is needed on other areas of sustainable 

development, such as the rapidly increasing world population and the increasing demand for 

agricultural land, food and biofuels. 

 

The agenda of UNFF9 is perfectly designed for this purpose: the Forum is focused on all 

aspects of forest policy and it has a great opportunity to advance the understanding of forests’ 

contribution to sustainable development, from providing livelihoods for billions of people, to 

health, clean water, empowering women and to many other internationally agreed 

development goals. By addressing the theme of forests for people, livelihoods and poverty 

eradication, the Forum may wish to further discuss the socio-economic dimension of forests 

and acknowledge the holistic approach represented by sustainable forest management as a 

proven way for present and future generations to tackle multiple developmental challenges. 



You may recall that one of CPF’s recent messages to the global community was that forests 

are not just carbon. Now is the time to elaborate on the variety of ways in which forests 

contribute to sustaining humankind and develop a clear vision for forests’ role in 

development. Forests are crucial for sustainable development and can successfully support a 

greener economy through their ability to provide carbon neutral energy, renewable raw 

materials, wood and non-wood alike, food and jobs, and a multitude of key ecosystem 

services including climate change mitigation and adaptation.  They require the forest sector to 

work more closely with other sectors, particularly the agriculture sector, to counter threats 

related to deforestation. In addition, the forest sector has a unique contribution to offer:  a 

long-term and in-depth experience in applying the principle of sustainability through the 

concept of sustainable forest management on the ground and in daily life. 

 

At a moment when preparations are underway for the next UN Conference on Sustainable 

Development, the forest sector will have a golden opportunity to communicate forests’ critical 

value to a global audience at Rio+20 in 2012. The positioning of forests on the sustainable 

development agenda could also facilitate bringing a lasting solution for forest finance and 

livelihoods: investing in forests is investing in development, and as investment increases to 

forests, so do the benefits to those who depend on them. In a way this recognition is the 

driving force for activities such as REDD-plus and nothing could offer a better opportunity 

for broadening this concept than the upcoming Rio+20 discussions. This broadened concept 

could be coined “Forests-plus” in order to capture the vital cross-sectoral and cross-

institutional dimensions of forests and the multiple benefits provided by them.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

CPF members are fully aware of the huge challenges we face in implementing and 

communicating effective forest-related work on the international agenda. We stand ready to 

continue to support UNFF and its Member States in every possible way, in particular ahead of 

Rio+20 and during Forests 2011. We must keep in mind that the complex spatial and temporal 

dimensions of forests may draw political attention to concrete and seemingly more immediate 

problems. However, we should learn to communicate about forests more strategically in order 

for countries and people to take a more proactive approach to major threats and thereby to 

fully benefit from the products and services offered by forests.  Improved communication for 

the forest sector is not an option but a necessity, particularly in urbanized societies where 

direct linkages with forests are weakening. In this regard, 2010 saw the formation of the CPF 

Communication Group, and we see great promise in our cooperative actions to this end. 

 

The launch of Forests 2011 and the year-long events that will be celebrated around the world 

offers a unique opportunity for CPF, working together as One, to contribute to and benefit 

from an increased understanding of the contributions of forests. Several of our joint and 

individual plans and efforts will be announced to the Forum during the High Level Segment, 

specifically at the CPF Dialogue with Ministers scheduled for 3 February. We anticipate that 

our shared efforts will significantly support and complement actions by countries and other 

stakeholders to make Forests 2011 a huge success. 

 

In closing, Mr. Chairman, I would like to reiterate that we are at your disposal throughout the 

negotiations and beyond. 

 

I thank you for your attention. 


